
MINNETONKA BEACH - Dock Committee 
Chair:  
Vibhu Sharma 

Members: 
Jack Foss, Steve Inglis, Jim Knudsen, Dan Van Handel, Todd Pottebaum & Jeff Steinke 

Staff/Other: 
Steve Howarth, Council Liaison 
Pat Melvin, City Administrator 

Dock Committee Meeting Agenda 
August 17, 2020 @ 5:30 P.M. 

1. Call to Order

2. Approve Agenda

3. Approve Minutes

3.1. June 18, 2020 Unapproved Dock Committee Meeting Minutes

3.2. July 8, 2020 Unapproved Dock Tour Notes 

4. New Business

4.1 Welcome Council Liaison Steve Howarth
4.2 Accept Dock Committee resignation from Tom Schriefer
4.3 Discussion regarding updating Dock Ordinance

5. Old Business

5.1  Rassatt installation and removal of Beach Docks- Sharma

5.2  insurance of docks- Steinke

5.3  wait list priority for handicapped residents - Pottebaum

5.4  location of jet ski slips currently at Dock 16 and possibly at Dock 12

5.5  review equipment storage in fire lanes and on city property

5.6  restricting dock slip waiting list to two preferences

5.7  allowing multiple property owners to be listed for each address not rented

5.8  clarification on waiving boat slips and priority on waiting list- Melvin

5.9  inspection processes and timelines

6. Adjournment

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86246555042 

Meeting ID: 862 4655 5042 

Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86246555042
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  City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach 
Dock Committee Meeting Minutes – UNAPPROVED 

June 18, 2020 ~ 7:00 p.m. 

Present:  Committee Members: Tom Schriefer, Todd Pottebaum, Jeff Steinke, Vibhu Sharma, Jack Foss 
and Council Liaison Andrew Myers.   

Absent:  Jim Knudsen 

New Members: Vibhu Sharma and Daniel Van Handel. 

Staff:  City Administrator Patrick Melvin 

1) Council Liaison Myers called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

2) Approve Agenda

Myers asked that the Oath of Office for new member Dan Van Handel be added as item 3.3 on the 
agenda. 

(Van Handel motion, Steinke second to approve the June 18, 2020 agenda with the above noted 
addition.  All ayes).  Motion passed. 

3) Committee membership
3.1 Certificate of Appreciation to Andrew Myers for his three years of service on the Dock
Committee.
3.2 Oath of Office-Vibhu Sharma.  Andrew Myers and members welcomed Vibhu to the group.
3.3 Oath of Office- Danial Van Handel.  Andrew Myers and members welcome Dan to the group.

4) Approve Minutes of October 8, 2019 Dock Committee meeting

 (Sharma motion, Pottebaum second to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2019 Dock Committee 
meeting minutes.)  Motion passed. 

5) New Business

5.1 Elect Committee Chair – Vibhu Sharma volunteered to serve as Committee Chair and cited reasons 
why he would be a good chairperson including his desire to garner support and work collaboratively.  
Jeff Steinke spoke in support of Vibhu as a chair based on his experience with him previously while on 
the Minnetonka Beach Dock Committee. 

(Van Handel motion, Steinke second to approve Vibhu Sharma as the Dock Committee Chairperson.) 
Motion passed. 

5.2 Dock Committee Meeting Schedule – Vibhu felt that meeting quarterly or more frequently was in 
the best interest of the Dock Committee as previously too much time passed between meetings.  
Steinke agreed and suggested maybe meeting more during summer months as issues are occurring.  
Vibhu will work with Pat Melvin and the City calendar to bring back to next meeting. 
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5.3 Committee goals and objectives-  Steinke felt that doing a survey would be helpful to get resident 
input since he has a perspective that is limited to the dock where his boat is at.  There was agreement 
from the group to seek resident input for the Dock Committee’s 2020/21 goals. Vibhu felt that a tour of 
the docks would be beneficial to the group perhaps on a Saturday.  Vibhu and Pat will schedule a tour 
date. 
 
6.  Old Business 
 
6.1 Review application and standards for boat slips- It was brought up that in the past property owners 
have allowed other family members to use their boat slip and how this has upset some individuals.  Van 
Handel felt it was too difficult to enforce and encouraged the group to avoid getting caught in this level 
of detail since the boat already is required to be registered to the property owner.  The group agreed. 
 
Vibhu suggested that the Dock Committee do an inspection annually to check on docks and ensure that 
the boats are registered to the appropriate property owner.  Steinke was going to investigate insurance 
especially as it pertained to docks since the docks are owned my multiple parties all contributing to a 
portion of installation and acquisition of their section costs. 
 
There was a question about a dock on the right side of the Beach which currently does not have a boat 
yet in it.  Per the application the boats are required to be in by June 15.  Pat will research further. 
 
6.2  The request was made to see the waiting list.  Pat will send a copy out.  The group thought there 
may be a willingness to consolidate some of the unused smaller slips, 6 x 14, and make them into fewer 
larger slips. 
 
6.3  Some members expressed appreciation that the City protected the rights of non-riparian 
homeowners to have access through the firelanes.  The City prevailed however the individual suing the 
City has an opportunity to appeal the ruling to a high court.  That decision will have to be made in July 
and the Dock Committee will be kept informed. 
 
6.4  Myers provided a brief history of the Beach dock installation.  He acknowledged how difficult it is 
because of the different dock pieces and the need to be more precise of installation therefore not 
everybody wants the job.  He believes that they City has been able to get a good pricing from Cody and 
encouraged the Dock Committee to recommend to the Council to approve the three year contract at a 
cost of $13,120 for installation and another $13,120 for removal during that three year period. 
 
There was some discussion about the Dock Committee helping residents to obtain dock installation 
through this same vendor if his price is good as it recently did for individuals on Dock 10. 
 
(Van Handel motion, Pottebaum second to recommend to the City Council that they contract with 
Rassatt Companies, LLC for three years of installation at $13,120 for installation and $13,120 for 
removal of docks at the Beach area.)  Motion passed. 
 
The group then review the outstanding agenda items as listed below to determine if they should be on 
the next Dock Committee agenda: 
 

1) Define “Dock User” i.e. who is considered family and should proof of insurance be  
Required (from Minutes)- Jeff Steinke is looking into insurance 

2) Review Section 3C, Compliance to ensure dock installers are paid properly and on 
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 time (from Minutes)- Dock Committee did not feel this was their role 
3) Review page 3 section on priorities and consider giving residents with disabilities special 

priority (from Minutes)- Todd Pottebaum will research further 
4) Discussion regarding request to relocate existing 6 x 14 slip to the  

Beach area- keep on agenda for next time  
5) Is waiting list separate for boat and jet ski slips?  The consensus of the group was that the list 

was for all boat slips- real question is should dock committee reconfigure to consolidate jet ski 
slips into fewer large boat slips near the Beach?  This will be held for next agenda. 

6)  Clarify Section G- if two boat slips become available within a week of each other 
  for a selected location and the resident declines because of not having a boat should the 
  residents be moved to the bottom of the waiting list or should they be allowed to decline 

in two different boating seasons before being moved to the bottom of the list? – Pat will work to 
better define 

7)  Section D- Should home owners of multiple properties in Minnetonka Beach be given 
multiple slips or be listed multiple times on the waiting list- the group felt yes however this will be 
put on next agenda so public is aware this is being discussed and decided upon. 

8)  Section C- Adding language that the City will not assign boat slips to property owners in  
arrears for utilities or who have not previously followed the Policy by removing dock, lift  
and other equipment during the winter months – Group felt this should be brought to Council’s 
attention for resolution.  Andrew inquired if in some locations the equipment could be left over the 
winter on the City property.  Melvin will inquire with the City Atttorney about this possibility.    

9)  Inspection processes and timelines- this was addressed earlier in the agenda 
 
7)  Adjourn 
 
(Steinke motion, Van Handel second to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  All in favor.)  Motion passed. 
 
 
Minutes taken by City Administrator Patrick Melvin. 
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  City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach 
Dock Committee Notes 
July 8, 2020 ~ 5:30 p.m. 

 
Present:  Chairperson Vibhu Sharma and Committee Members: Steve Inglis, Todd Pottebaum, Jeff 
Steinke, Jim Knudsen, Daniel Van Handel.   
 
Absent:  Andrew Myers, Jack Foss & Tom Shriefer 
 
Staff:  City Administrator Patrick Melvin 
              
 
 

Dock 2 

 

The boat assigned to slip 2-1 has trouble getting out of slip due to location of neighboring Kiesel dock.  

Question as to setback required from property line of residential dock at 1901 Lake Road.  There was also 

a suggestion to flip slip 2-1 to the other side of the dock allowing more clearance for that boat to get out. 

 

Docks 5-7 

 

A boat lift and other dock parts were noted onshore.  The members inquired how the City will remove 

these items if they are not claimed and whether or not  some dock slip permit holders should be allowed 

to store their dock equipment during the non-boating season due to the difficulties associated with having 

to remove equipment. 

   

Dock 10 

 

No action needed at this time. 

 

Dock 11 

 

No action needed at this time. 

 

Dock 12-16 

 

The Committee needs to discuss if we should limit any PWC/Jetskis to be only in front of Dock 14 or 16. 

 

Dock 17-21 

 

The challenge of docks not being extended further out especially if the slips closer to shore are not 

assigned at time of  dock and lift installation was discussed.  Individuals on those docks save money and 

the dock is much more stable if not extended so far because the water depth really increases further out.  

There was a suggestion to possibly consolidate the inside slips, closer to shore, which are typically 6 x 14 

jet ski slips to make one bigger boat slip and put it on the outside of existing short dock configuration.  

This will require discussion with LMCD. 

 

Dock 8-9 

 

Jim led discussion about Dock 8-9.  The property, 2406 Lafayette Road being for sale adjacent to the City 

dock and the fact that the City dock previously crossed into the residents dock area but the owner at that 
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time was okay with allowing that.  Now one of the two docks will have to be moved over pending sale of 

the house as the realtor has already inquired.  The two docks accommodate 6 boats and the suggestion 

was made that if the LMCD would allow the dock to be extended out further the configuration could be 

changed to three boats on either side of one long dock.   
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