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Important Dates & Meetings
Trash pickup is every Friday unless noted.
Please have carts out by 6:30 am.
Meetings are held at City Hall unless
otherwise noted.

Wednesday, December 24
St. Martin’s Church 4:00 pm Hybrid
Service With St. Martin’s Stringers;
8:00 pm Choral Eucharist With Incense

Thursday, December 25
St. Martin’s Church 8:00 am Service

Thursday, January 1
City Hall & Post Office closed for
New Year’s Day holiday

Saturday, January 3
Trash and recycling pick up

Tuesday, January 6
Park Commission meeting 5:30 pm

Friday, January 9
Trash & Christmas tree pick up

Monday, January 12

Wishing You Happy Holidays With City Council meeting 6:00 pm
Wednesday, January 14

Joy’ Peace, and GOOd Health Civic Committee meeting 7:00 pm

Location TBD

. F . 1
n the NCW Year_ riday, January 16

Trash, recycling & Christmas tree pick up

Monday, January 19
City Hall & Post Office closed for Martin
Luther King, Jr Day

We are grateful to serve
this wonderful community!

Friday, January 23
Trash pickup

City of Minnetonka Beach Staff, Monday, January 26

Planning Commission meeting 7 pm

_Jane, Heidl; Jason, Fawn & Kaithyn Friday, January 30
Trash and recycling pickup

Beachcomber — December 2025



oltg News and Updates

Minnetonka Beach
City Hall News

December 2025

YOUR ELECTED
OFFICIALS:
Mayor — Joe Pagano

Council Members:
Chris Dovolis, Jennifer
Halverson, Jason Mohr, &

Bill Whitely

Treasurer — Chris Zinn

Council Meeting Actions & Highlights — December 1 & 8, 2025
City Council Regular & Special Meetings

Held Truth in Taxation Hearing meeting, December 1, 2025, continued to December 8, 2025

Approved Civic Committee Special Event Permit for Candy Cane Lane event on December 7, 2025
Presentation by Mayor Pagano highlighting 2026 City objectives and preparation for a new City Council
Adopted Resolution 2025 — 42 Approving City Council meeting dates for 2026

Adopted Resolution 2025 — 44 — Approving the 2026 Final Budget

Approved the 2026 — 2035 Capital Improvement Program

Adopted Ord. No. 161, 2" Series — 2026 Fee Schedule and Resolution 2025 — 45 — Authorizing Summary
Publication of Ord. No. 161, 2" Series — 2026 Fee Schedule

Approved Employee Benefits Addendum for 2026

Approved Abdo Letter of Engagement for 2025 Audit

Approved Kennedy & Graven 2026 Legal Services Rate Increase

Approve Pay Request #17 — Municipal Builders Inc. in the amount of $785,550.35 for water treatment plant
Approved Change Order No. 7 for Municipal Builders Inc.

Approved Stantec Services 2026 Rate Increase

CITY HALL SERVICES CITY HALL HOURS

Notary Public: Heidi Honey, City Administrator, Jane Burgess, City Clerk, and
Fawn Gage, Utility Billing/Postal Clerk, Admin Asst. are commissioned 8 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.

notaries. There is no fee for this service. Monday through Thursday
Closed from Noon - 1 for Lunch

City Drop Box: There is a drop box at City Hall for utility bill payments, Civic
Committee dues, and correspondence for City offices. The drop box is located 8 A.M. TO NOON
in the Post Office (rear door) to the left of the PO Boxes and accessible 24/7. Friday

Post Office: Here to meet most postal needs. There are no waiting lines at
the City Post Office!! Fawn can place special orders of stamps if they are
available.
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Civic Committee & Com

Civic Committee Wraps Up the Year With A
Festive and Football-Filled Holiday Party

Members of the Civic Committee organized the resident Tea & Toddies holiday open house held on
December 14, 2025, adding a second SKOL Vikings football theme to this annual event. Special thanks to
key planners Kirsten Haag and Tracey Breazeale, for all the effort that went into coordinating this special
evening to celebrate the season.

The community truly appreciates Jeff and Tracey Breazeale for hosting this party yet again. Guests were
dressed in both holiday and Purple Pride as they were able to watch the Vikings defeat the Cowboys 34-26.
Thank you to all the other Civic members who contributed greatly to the party!

SAD NEWS OF MINNETONKA BEACH RESIDENT PASSING

James Keith Lindsay Obituary
James Keith James "Jim" K. Lindsay, born in Minneapolis, MN sadly passed away on March 27, 2025 at his home
in Naples, Florida at the age of 82. Jim was born to Hugh and Rhoda Lindsay on February 10, 1943. Jim is
survived by his loving wife of 20 plus 2 years, Laura, his brother Dan (Helen) and sister Rhoda. In addition,
brother-in-law Bernie Roland, nieces: Hillary and Michelle Roland, nephews: Thaddeus and Alexander Lindsay,
step-son, Julian J., and step grandchild Paige J. He is also survived by many members of the David Lindsay Clan.
Preceded in death by his father, Hugh and mother, Rhoda Lindsay and his sister Laurie Roland. Jim graduated
from Carleton College in Northfield, MN where he earned his B.A. After college he served in the US Army
Reserve for six years. Jim served as the Vice President of Lindsay Bros Co. a family run business. For many years
he also served on many different boards. Jim lived a full and active life, he enjoyed lots of traveling, hunting with
family and friends while meeting many new friends along the way. Jim stayed physically active throughout his
life with being an avid golfer (hole in one guy) an avid tennis player and great at hockey, he loved going out
jogging anywhere, he loved skiing, with one night having to spend it on the mountain until the next morning
(wasn't the plan) many times he headed high up in the mountains to enjoy Heli skiing. Jim made many good
friends and was a loving husband. A Memorial Service for James was held on Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at St. Martin's
By the Lake Church in Minnetonka Beach. A Celebration of Life luncheon followed at the Lafayette Club. In lieu
of flowers, the family asked that donations be made in Jim's memory to a charity of your choice.
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MAYOR’S CORNER

DECEMBER 2025

Season Greetings,

| hope that you, loved ones and friends are enjoying the holiday season. The calendar seems to speed up between
Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve. Next year will be quite an exciting one for Minnetonka Beach. Here are some of the
many items already on the calendar for 2026 and beyond.

Governance
City Council will continue to operate in the present with a vision towards the future.

e The City’s Comprehensive Plan is “based on the community character statements, represents the official
position of City Council” and the update is due in 2028. Accordingly, with the council’s direction, the Planning
Commission will begin work on that update in the first half of next year.

e As the City’s financial advisory firm, Ehler’s was commissioned to work with the Finance Committee to develop a
ten-year Financial Management Plan. Given the recent increases in City debt service, water usage rates, and
fees, it is crucial that the City has a firm grasp of every detail regarding City-directed resident spending.

e InJanuary | will request Council approval to authorize a directive for the Finance Committee to draft a
recommendation regarding the long-term replacement strategy for aged watermains and lift stations.

e Mayor’s State of the City Address: This annual Mayor’s address will be filmed in of March 2026 by the LMCC.

e Mid-term Elections: Open seats for two Council Members, the Treasurer and Mayor will be on the November
Election ballot. | will not be seeking re-election this fall. Although Candidate Filings are not due until August, it is
not too early to consider running for a City elected official office or serving on a Commission or Committee.
Volunteerism is the foundation upon which strong community character is built.

e Transition: We will ensure that the transition to the new Mayor and Council is thorough and well-orchestrated.

e Mini Town Halls: Quarterly Town Hall With the Mayor meetings will be held at City Hall from 8:00am - 10:00am.
e Completion and operation of the new Water Treatment Plant is expected in the summer of 2026.

Governmental Funding

As a continued top priority, I, as your mayor, will remain steadfast in advocating for infrastructure funding at every
opportunity with elected State and Federal officials. Throughout 2025, | delivered City infrastructure funding need
messaging directly to decision-makers including numerous one-on-one meetings with U.S. Representative Kelly
Morrison, State Senator Ann Johnson Stewart, and State House Representative Andrew Myers. | testified before the
State House and Senate Committees at the State Capitol, secured inclusion of Minnetonka Beach in Senate and House
Capital Appropriation Committee Bus Tours and attended Campaign Rallies and Town Halls. Dedicating 50% of my
schedule to these funding initiatives this past year, | am fully prepared to maintain this rigorous focus throughout 2026
in pursuit of critical infrastructure funding for our City.

Civic Events-2026 Calendar

Utilizing resident annual dues, the Minnetonka Beach Civic Committee plans many social events throughout the year.
These gatherings are the essence of our Community where friendships are formed and memories made.
Annual/Bi-Annual events include the Resident Newcomers Party, Progressive Dinner, Monday Fundays, Summer
Picnic/Fun Run, Halloween Party or Fall Festival, Candy Cane Lane, Holiday Tea & Toddies Open House, and the Skating
Party. Event dates and details are set at Civic meetings throughout the year and communicated to residents.

Swim Beach Park Makeover

With help from the Park Commission, Public Works created a Tree Refurbish Plan for Swim Beach Park. Funds from the
CIP and Parks will fund the project to be completed over time. Plans include removal of 18 EAB infested Ash trees with a
replanting plan including shade trees, Biff relocation and screening, and overall brush clean up and hedge removal in the
middle of the park to improve visibility of the entire park. With these improvements, Swim Beach Park will be an even
more amazing place for the community to enjoy.

Happy New Year,

Wayon Joe
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LAKER PIONEER

Minnetonk

BY MAR KAPPEL
pioneer@apgecm.com

Five years after Minnetonka
Beach first asked the state Leg-
islature to help upgrade critical
water infrastructure, city offi-
cials were bacl before state Rep-
resentatives with a similar plea.
Except this time, the 228-house-

hold city has proof of its willing- -

ness to invest heavily in its own
system, and how it can’t con-
tinue to shoulder the financial
burden alone. .
Following Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health and City Engi-
neer recommendations, the city
devised a long-term infrastruc-
ture replacement plan in 2019.
While its treatment plant was
meeting safety standards, many
of its components had already
exceeded or, would soon exceed
their useful life, a MDH report
showed.
Maintaining

its  existing

treatment plant or hooking
onto Orono city water, its bor-
der-locking neighbor, would
prove expensive, the city engi-
neer wrote at the time.

The city followed city staff’s -

recommendation in pursuing

-a full plant replacement that.

would supply clean water for a
century.

Since
Beach has spent millions of dol-
lars replacing its water tower,
water treatment plant "and
accompanying PFAS treatment
equipment, and wells, all while
dealing with rising costs via
inflation. -

In total, the city has issued
$14 million in bonds for these
projects, which it will pay back
over the next 16 years. Besides
$1 million from the federal gov-
ernment to help cover the cost
of PFAS treatment equipment,
Minnetonka Beach has shoul-
dered the financial load alone.

2019, - Minnetonka"

- Starting next year, residents
are slated to pay, on average,
$6,000 annually via water usage
rates, annual water fees, and
through increased tax levies, up
from about $600 in 2019.

“Our small town- really small
town- have really stepped up
big to help ourselves,” Mayor
Joe Pagano told the Representa-,
tives. Now, he said, they’re ask-
ing the state for assistance.

While the lakeshore city is
wealthy as a whole, city staff
speculate as much as 20 per-
cent of city households are
owned either by persons retired,
not on a fixed income, or with-
out budget flexibility. For them,
the financial ask could be a tall
order.

In a presentation to lawmak-
ers Nov. 13, the city vied for $9.5
million to replace two miles of
aging watermains, sewers, and
lift stations.

Minnetonka Beach’s

century-old watermains and
51-year-old lift stations respec-
tively double the state stan-
dardss life expectancies, while its
51-year-old sewers now surpass
the state’s 50-year life expectancy.

“With each passing year, the
likelihood of some sort of failure
becomes greater and greater;” said
Pagano.

“If they were to break, the sew-
age would flow right into Lake

Minnetonka— Itfs not only our’

own homes that we're concerned
about” :

Without this funding and while
the city pays off other recent
upgrades, Minnetonka Beach
City Administrator Heidi Honey
says the city will defer projects
like these.

Above the pipes, drivers
cruising along Shoreline Drive
may notice lush trees, glim-
mering water, and homes. The
228-household city is built out
with no commercial businesses

and .

nor space
growth.
Without a meaningful way to
grow its tax base to push down
debt payments, the city had to
raise water usage rates, annual
fees, and-tax levies to meet pay-
ments. ~ e
‘L think there is a road for the
Legislature to help communities
like Minnetonka Beach who have
made significant investments into
their_ critical infrastructure, and
that they just don't have the abil-
ity to pay for more without state
support,” said State Rep. Fue Lee,
Co-Chair of the House Capital
Investment Committee. :
“Ireallywould have wished that
all members of the Legislature
were here to learn that story”
Minnetonka Beach’s request

to accommodate

is part of the statewide capital

investment bonding tour, where
it will compete with pitches
from nearby Excelsior to the
corners of the state.

Reprinted with permission from the Laker Pioneer. To read more or subscribe, visit lakerpioneer.com.

The Laker Pioneer is the official newspaper for the City of Minnetonka Beach as well as the Orono School
District. City news and notices including public hearing notices, ordinance amendments and election-related
information are published in the Laker Pioneer. Subscribers receive the newspaper with their mail and

copies are also available at City Hall and the City Post Office.




SHORELINE

FIRE

SERVING MINNETONKA BEACH

The communities of Long Lake and @rono are
proud to announce the creation of t! Shoreline
Fire Department (SLFD), a new consolidated fire
and emergency medical services department

starting January 1, 2026.

This collaboration will enhance public safety, improve
efficiency, and ensure consistent, high-quality fire protection Powers Agreement) is a
and emergency response across our communities. formal partnership

i ; I . between Long Lake and
What Services Will Shoreline Fire Provide? - slChen

Orono thatconsolidates|
The Department will offer:

 Firefighting: Structural, grass/forest, vehicle, and other their fire and emergency
emergencies

¢ Rescue Services: Vehicle extrication, search & rescue,
and water rescue Department, with shared

¢ Emergency Medical Services: Minimum Emergency
Medical Responder (EMR) level, with a goal of
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) certification and funding to provide

e Fire Prevention & Education: Inspections, code
enforcement, and public outreach

services under one

governance, resources,

coordinated, efficient, and

» Hazardous Materials & Disaster Response: Local equitable fire and EMS
readiness and coordination with other agencies
\ J coverage.
Full Time Part-Time
Shoreline Fire Employees Duty Crew
Organization S o il be
Goals Fire Chief, Deputy Fire = rerson ke

Chief, Fire Marshall
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News from the City

Resident Mary Monson Takes On New Role As Librarian for
City’s Historic Margaret Dahl Children’s Library

The City of Minnetonka Beach is excited to announce that Northview Road resident, Mary Monson,
(pictured above) has offered to look after the City’s historic Margaret Dahl Children’s Library. Named after
resident and City Postmaster Margaret Dahl, the tiny library is rich in history and a unique treasure.
Today’s little yellow building near the Lafayette Club entrance was once home to the City’s 11-by-18-foot
Post Office. Margaret Dahl was the last postmaster there retiring in 1981 after 13-1/2 years. The next

postmaster quit soon after Dahl’s retirement as there is no bathroom. The building belonged to the
Minnetonka Beach Civic Association and was on railroad property, so a use for it had to be found or it
would have been removed. In 1983, the Post Office closed and Civic and resident volunteers transformed
the building into the Margret Dahl Library. They quickly filled the one-room library with books for the
community to enjoy, and organized story-telling events where older children read books to younger ones.

In 2019, resident Avalon Johnson completed a comprehensive subject-based organization and inventory
system for the 1,000-book collection for a Girl Scout project. The system remains in use for ongoing book
management, including a visitor book checkout system for home enjoyment.

Child sized tables and chairs create a welcoming and comfortable atmosphere for young book lovers.
Monson visits to the library with her grandchildren made it a special spot, prompting her to respond to the
City’s request for a library volunteer. Despite the lack of heat, Monson has already tackled initial cleaning
and organizing at the library with big progress made. Future updates will come in spring, when residents
are welcome to visit for the full reveal and explore the refreshed space. Residents can call City Hall when it
warms up for the locked door code.

On behalf of the entire community, we thank Mary Monson for her invaluable service
and dedication in preserving this Minnetonka Beach historic gem!
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NEWS FOR RESIDENTS

Attention Snowbirds
If you are going out of town for a short time or
the entire winter, the Orono Police Department
offers a service to check your house while you are
away.

Reserve officers will periodically come to your
home and make sure that all windows and doors
are secure. If packages are left at your doorstep,
or your mail is overflowing, they will call a person
you have designated as your “key holder.” More
information is on the Orono Police Department
website. Link to the form:

https://www.oronomn.gov/FormCenter/Police-7/Orono-
Police-Department-House-Check-Requ-93

SNOWMOBILES, ATVS AND ELECTRIC BIKES ARE NOT
ALLOWED on public land, park property, trails, playgrounds,
and recreations areas. Snowmobiles and ATV's can use fire
lanes for access to and from the frozen lake.

Please inform your teens!

Dileloarons. W_

2026

Sawve the Lake - For the sake of our lakes, keep your pavement on a low-salt diet.
One pound of salt fills a 12 oz. coffee mug and should cover two parking spaces. Sweep up excess salt on dry
pavement so it won’t be washed into the storm drain and into the lake.
Learn more at www.minnehahacreek.org/salt.

City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach
P.O. Box 146
Minnetonka Beach, MN 55361

Beachcomber — December 2025
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