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Matt Sundell 

Important Dates & 
Meetings 

Trash and yard waste cart (subscribers) pick up 
is every Friday unless noted. 

Please have containers out by 6:30 am. 
 

 

Friday, October 31 
Trash and Yard Waste cart pick up 

 

Sunday, November 2 
Daylight Savings Time ends & 

Change your smoke detector batteries  
 

Sunday, November 2 
City of Minnetonka Beach 

Date of Incorporation 131-year 
Anniversary (11.02.1894) 

 

Friday, November 7 
Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste  

cart pick up 
 

Monday, November 10 
City Council meeting 6pm at City Hall 

 

Tuesday, November 11 
City Hall and Post Office closed for 

Veterans Day holiday 
 

Wednesday, November 12 
Civic Committee meeting 7pm;  

location TBD 
 

Friday, November 14  
Trash and Yard Waste cart pick up 

 

Monday, November 17 
Planning Commission meeting 7:00 pm  

at City Hall 
 

Tuesday, November 18 
Park Commission meeting (new date) 

5:30 pm at City Hall 
 

Friday, November 21 
Trash, Recycling, and Yard Waste  

cart pick up 
 

Thursday, November 27 

City Hall & Post Office closed for 
Thanksgiving holiday 

 

Saturday, November 29 
Trash and last Republic Services  

Yard Waste cart pick up  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Beachcomber 
OCTOBER 2025 

TRUTH IN TAXATION MEETING ON  

DECEMBER 1, 2025, 6:00 PM AT CITY HALL - 
YOUR INPUT ON THE  2026 CITY BUDGET 

IS WELCOME 
 

Minnetonka Beach will hold its Truth in Taxation meeting on Monday, 
December 1st at 6:00 pm at City Hall. At the regular City Council meeting 
on December 8th, the final budget will be adopted, and tax levy certified 
to Hennepin County for taxes payable in 2026. The City Council approved 
the 2026 Preliminary Proposed 2026 City Budget at their September 8th 
meeting.  
 

The Truth in Taxation meeting is an annual public meeting where the 
budget and tax levy for the upcoming year are discussed, and where 
taxpayers are given an opportunity to voice their concerns and comments 
over the jurisdiction’s proposed budget. Soon, residents will receive a 
Truth in Taxation notice from the Hennepin County Auditor showing the 
maximum property tax levy for 2026 which was based on the preliminary 
levy set in September. The statement has a breakdown of the maximum 
property taxes by county, city, school district and other taxing districts, 
and the date and time for each entity’s hearing. Residents can attend and 
speak at any of the hearings shown on the notice. After the Truth in 
Taxation meeting, each entity approves a final budget and sets the tax levy 
amount for the following year.  
 

To see the 2026 Minnetonka Beach proposed City budget on the City’s 
website go to: https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/finance. 
 

To view an informative video of the Hennepin County Property Valuation 
and Tax Process visit: 
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/property/property-taxes 
 
  

Aerial drone view of Minnetonka Beach taken on October 27, 2025, a beautiful fall 
colors bonus day with 60-degree temps. Photo features the City’s three-year-old 
water tower, and new water treatment plant under construction with expected 

completion summer of 2026. Photo courtesy of Mark Hodges 

http://www.ci.minntonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/finance
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/property/property-taxes
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CITY HALL HOURS 
 

 

8 A.M. T0 4:30 P.M. 

Monday through Thursday 
Closed from Noon – 1 for Lunch 

 
8 A.M. TO NOON 

Friday 

 
 

CITY HALL SERVICES 
• Notary Public:  City Administrator Heidi Honey, City Clerk Jane 

Burgess, & Administrative Assistant Fawn Gage are commissioned 
notaries. There is no fee for this service. 
 

• City Drop Box:  There is a drop box for utility bill payments,  
Civic Committee dues, and correspondence for City offices. The 
drop box is located in the Post Office (rear door) to the left of the 
post office boxes and accessible 24/7. 

 

• Post Office: Here to meet most postal needs. Secure PO Boxes 
available for rent. There are no waiting lines at this post office!! 
Cash or check only. 

YOUR ELECTED 

OFFICIALS: 

Mayor – Joe Pagano 

Council Members: 

Chris Dovolis, Jennifer Halverson, 

Jason Mohr & Bill Whitely 

Treasurer – Chris Zinn 

 

Council Meeting Actions & Highlights – October 6, 2025 
• Adopted Resolution 2025 – 37 Transferring Local Board Authority of Appeal and Equalization Power and Duty to Hennepin 

County “Open Book” for a three-year term. 

• Adopted Ord. No. 159, 2nd Series – Amending City Code Appendix A (Zoning) Section 5.5.4. Additional Specific Standards for 
Certain Accessory Uses (hot tubs, jacuzzies) 

• Adopted Ord. No. 160, 2nd Series–Changing the Address of 3004 Northview Rd, PID: 1611723310049 to 1902 Lake Rd 

• Adopted Resolution 2025-38 – Snow Cleanup/Removal Agreements – Woodwinds Lane 

• Adopted Resolution 2025-39 – Snowplow Agreements - Arcola Lane 

• Adopted Resolution 2025-40 – Snowplow Agreements – Brooks Lane 

• Adopted Resolution 2025-41 – Appointment of Pamela Hasselbring to Park Commission 

• Approved Proposed Special Assessment of Unpaid Utility Bills – 2328 Lafayette Road, Burak 

• Approved Municipal Builders, Inc. Pay Request #15 in the amount of $562,761.73 for Water Treatment Plant Construction 

• Approved Traut Companies Pay Request #1 for Well Drilling in the amount of $236,541.93 

• Approved Special Event Permit for the Civic Committee Fall Festival on October 12, 2025 

 

 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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Park Commission and Finance 
Committee Welcomes New and 

Renewed Volunteer Commissioners  
and Committee Members 

 

City Administrator, Heidi 
Honey, reads Tom Emmel his 
official Oath of Office at the 
September 23rd Finance 
Committee meeting.  The 
Finance Committee’s role is to 
advise the council on financial 
and investment matters 
including the City budget and 
long-range financial strategy 
for capital and other City 
improvements. 

 

At the October 7th Park 
Commission meeting, newly 
appointed Commissioner Pamela 
Hasselbring (left), was sworn into 
office by City Clerk Jane Burgess. 
Also reciting their official Oath of 
Office for a renewed term with 
the Park Commission is Kim 
Petersen (middle), and Parks 
Chair Laura Paine (right). The Park 
Commission’s mission is to 
protect and enhance the City’s 
park system and green spaces. 

 CITY & PUBLIC WORKS NEWS 

PUBLIC WORKS 
MESSAGES 

 

Snow Plowing 
With snow plowing season just around 
the corner, Public Works Superintendent 
Jason Hilgers wants to remind all of you 
that nothing should be in the right of way, 
which is generally ten feet from the edge 
of the road into a property.  
 

All rocks and boulders must be a 
minimum of two feet from the pavement 
per City Policy and for safe plowing.  

 

Whenever doing any work in the City 
right-of-way, please contact the City to 

see if a permit is required. 
 

Fall Clean Up Tree Leaves 
Jason is currently picking up resident-
generated leaf piles.  Please rake leaves 
(only leaves) to the edge of your property, 
not in the street, and Jason will pick them 
up. If you hire a contractor to do your fall 
yard cleanup, they must haul away all 
yard waste and leaves. 

 

Yard Waste: 
The In’s & Outs of Disposal 

Are leaves yard waste? Are plants yard 
waste? What is yard waste and how do 
we get rid of it? Yard waste is those old 
tomato plants you pulled from your 
garden. Yard waste is dead plants from 
planters that have root balls on the end. It 
is all the stuff that can’t be chipped in the 
chipper and it’s not the leaves that are 
raked up in the fall!   
 

The Republic Services Yard Waste Cart 
program will end on November 29th for 
this season. If you are not currently a 
subscriber, you can call Republic Services 
to pick up for a fee, yard waste placed in 
brown compostable bags on Fridays. Their 
number is 763-972-3335 for this ala carte 
service. You also can call that number 
next spring to subscribe to the yard waste 
cart program next year. The cost will be 
$114.75 for the spring – fall season for 
automatic Friday yard waste cart pick up. 
Carts are stored at your home over the 
winter. 

 

Tree Replacement and Improvement Plan 
Underway For Swim Beach Park 

At the August 11th City Council meeting, Public Works Superintendent 
Jason Hilgers presented, and the council approved, a tree refresh 
project plan for Swim Beach Park. One third of the trees there are Ash 
trees that will decline and die in an estimated 3-5 years due to the 
invasive Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) infestation in this area.  
 

The project will be spread out over time. To start, 10 EAB infested and 
dying Ash trees on the south side of the beach will be removed in 
December. Budgeted CIP and Park Commission funds will cover the 
tree removal costs including stump grinding. Brush will be cleared, 
some shrubs that divide the beach will be removed for better visibility 
of children playing, and the Biff location moved and enclosed as well. 
Shade trees will be planted over time following bi-annual CIP budget 
schedules and other funding options. The result will be a fresh park 
landscape with healthy new trees. 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/


City News and Updates 

www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us - 952-471-8878            October 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

                CIVIC COMMMITTEE EVENT NEWS 

Fall Festival Delivers Autumn Excitement 
The great fall get-together was a community hit! 

October 12th   Half Moon Park 
Special thanks to Civic Committee members Laura Jungbauer and Kate Ormberg for all their creative 

efforts put forth in planning the annual fall event, which took place on October 12th at Half Moon 
Park. The scavenger hunt, pumpkin carving contest, Long Lake Fire Department visit, pizza, candy 

and prizes were enjoyed by over 50 residents! 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lamailloux/11562939814
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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 CITY & COMMUNITY NEWS 

Calling All Minnetonka Beach  
4th, 5th, and 6th Graders! 

What would cities look like if kids were in charge? The “Mayor 
for a Day” essay contest wants to find out. To enter, students 
answer the question, “What would you do if you were mayor 

for a day?” Three winning essays receive $100 with 
recognition and publication in the League of Minnesota Cities 

magazine. Submission deadline is December 12, 2025. 
To find out more about what a mayor does: 

https://www.lmc.org/about/mayor-for-a-day-essay-
contest/what-does-a-mayor-do/ Best of luck! 
t lmc.org/mayorforaday for entry instructions. 

A long-awaited project was completed mid-October in Minnetonka Beach. JK Landscape Construction of 
Clearwater, Minnesota, installed much needed rip rap on City property along Crystal Bay. City Docks 2, 3, and 
Arcola Bridge Docks 5-7A have seen a great deal of shoreline erosion over the years. The rip rap will slow erosion 
by acting as a heavy, durable barrier that prevents water from dislodging soil. Special thanks to Public Works 
Superintendent, Jason Hilgers, for overseeing this project and to the Park Commission for their continued efforts 
advocating for shoreline protection.  

City Dock 3 
On  

Crystal Bay 
At 

Woodbridge 
Road 

City Dock 2 
On  

Crystal Bay 
At 

Lake Road 

Two Photos 
City Docks 5-7A 

On 
Crystal Bay 

At 
The Arcola 

Bridge 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.lmc.org/about/mayor-for-a-day-essay-contest/what-does-a-mayor-do/
https://www.lmc.org/about/mayor-for-a-day-essay-contest/what-does-a-mayor-do/
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City Council Adopts Preliminary 2026 Budget and Tax Levy 
 

At the September 8th City Council meeting, the Council approved and adopted a 2026 preliminary budget 

and tax levy of $2,933,794.79.  In the near future, you will receive a notice from Hennepin County 

regarding proposed taxes for 2026.  The notice will include information about proposed taxes for all 

taxing authorities such as County, City, School District, and other special Taxing Districts.  In addition to 

providing notice about proposed taxes, the notice also provides information about public meetings where 

each entity’s budget will be discussed before a final tax levy is set.  For Minnetonka Beach that meeting 

will take place on Monday, December 1st at 6:00 pm.  This meeting is also known as the Truth in Taxation 

hearing, and residents may speak at any of the hearings shown on the notice. Please note, that this is not 

a meeting to appeal your property tax valuation. At the regular Council meeting on December 8th, the 

Council will adopt a final 2026 budget and tax levy, which cannot be greater than the preliminary levy. 

The breakdown for the expenditure side of the preliminary budget is as follows: 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

To see the Minnetonka Beach 2026 Preliminary City Budget,  
go to the City’s website at: 

  https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/finance. 
 

 

CITY OF MINNETONKA BEACH 
2026 Preliminary Budget Expenditures 

 

6% Capital 
Project Fund

40% Debt 
Service

18% General 
Government

9% Public Saftey

10% Streets

3%
Refuse/Waste

1% Insurance

1% Park & Rec

12% Water & …

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/finance
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BEACHCOMBER 
City of Minnetonka Beach 

P.O. Box 146 
Minnetonka Beach, MN  55361 
 

Canoe Rack 
If you have a canoe, kayak, or other watercraft stored on one of 
the racks at the Swim Beach Park, please remove it. The rack is 
not meant for over winter storage. Any watercraft left on the 
rack after November 6th will be considered abandoned and 
removed by the City. 
 
 

 

The Village of Minnetonka Beach was 
founded on October 15, 1894. Until this date, 

the area had been a collection of 
neighborhoods, most recently a part of Orono. 

On November 2, 1894, 40 voters from the 
Village gathered in downtown Minneapolis to 
begin the process of incorporation. The first 

entry in the official Book of Minutes 
occurred on that day as well. 

E-Bike and e-Moto Bikes:  
Rules on Dakota Trail and Streets 

Three Rivers Park District, who oversees the Dakota Trail, created a blog 
article entitled: “Answering Questions About E-Bikes on the Trails” 
Below is the link to it on their website for your family to view. It is 
important to note that e-motos, which are high-powered, electric  
off-road motorcycles with pegs that have no functional pedals, 
are PROHIBITED on the Dakota Trail and other state trails. They are seen 
on the Dakota Trail and local streets, and are often driven by minors 
traveling at high speeds. E-bikes, if misused, and e-motos are a safety 
hazard for pedestrians and other trail users. Orono Police are actively 
enforcing state laws for who can ride and where they can operate. Link: 
https://www.threeriversparks.org/e-bikes-on-the-trails. E-bikes must 
have an electric motor less than 750 watts to go on the Dakota Trail. 
Children under 15 may not operate e-bikes, motorized bicycles, or off-
highway vehicles on public roads or trails. Parents or guardians may be 
held responsible if unsafe or unlawful use occurs.  Let’s all do our part to 
make our streets and trails safer for everyone! 

http://www.ci.minntonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.threeriversparks.org/e-bikes-on-the-trails



