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Matt Sundell 

Important Dates & 
Meetings 

Trash and yard waste cart (subscribers) 
pick-up is every Friday unless noted. 

Please have containers out by 6:30 am. 
 

Friday, October 25 
Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste  

cart pickup    
 

Monday, October 28 
Utilities Commission meeting 5:00 pm 

at City Hall 
 

Monday, October 28 
Planning Commission meeting 7:00 

pm at City Hall 
 

Saturday, November 2 
City of Minnetonka Beach 

Date of Incorporation 130-year 
Anniversary (11.02.1894) 

 

Tuesday, November 5 
General Election   

Polls open 7am-8pm City Hall 
 

Friday, November 8 
Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste  

cart pickup  
 

Monday, November 11 
City Hall and Post Office closed for 

Veterans Day holiday 
 

Tuesday, November 12 
City Council meeting 6pm 

 

Wednesday, November 13 
Joann Anderson Day & Civic 

Committee meeting 7pm   
 

Thursday, November 14 
Park Commission meeting 5:30 pm 

 

Friday, November 15 
Trash and Yard Waste cart pickup 

 

Thursday, November 28 

City Hall & Post Office closed for 
Thanksgiving holiday 

 

Saturday, November 30 
Trash cart pickup  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Beachcomber 
OCTOBER 2024 

A groundbreaking photo was taken on September 9th at the site of the new Water 
Treatment Plant under construction at Minnetonka Beach Public Works. The new plant 
will replace the 66-year-old existing water treatment plant and is targeted for 
completion in mid-2026. City Council began discussions for a new plant in 2022, 
following the completion of the City’s new water tower. Complete with design 
capabilities for future Forever Chemical (PFAS) filtration, the new plant will continue to 
provide high-quality water to residents for generations to come. Special thanks to 
those who developed this from concept to construction: (L-R) Council member Chris 
Dovolis, Treasurer Chris Zinn, Council member Jennifer Halverson, Mayor Joe Pagano, 
Council member Tracey Breazeale, Council member Jason Mohr, City Administrator 
Heidi Honey, Public Works Superintendent Jason Hilgers and City Engineer Alan 
Offerman of Stantec.  
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CITY HALL HOURS 

8 A.M. T0 4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Thursday 

Closed from Noon – 1 for Lunch 

8 A.M. TO NOON 
Friday 

CITY HALL SERVICES 
• Notary Public:  Heidi Honey, City Administrator, Jane Burgess, City

Clerk, & Administrative Assistant Fawn Gage are commissioned
notaries.  There is no fee for this service.

• City Drop Box:  There is a drop box for utility bill payments,
Civic Committee dues, and correspondence for City offices. The
drop box is located in the Post Office (rear door) to the left of the
post office boxes and accessible 24/7.

• Post Office: Here to meet most postal needs. Secure PO Boxes
available for rent. There are no waiting lines at this post office!!
Cash or check only.

YOUR ELECTED 

OFFICIALS: 

Mayor – Joe Pagano 

Council Members: 

Tracey Breazeale, Chris Dovolis, 

Jennifer Halverson  

and Jason Mohr 

Treasurer – Chris Zinn 

Council Meeting Actions & Highlights – October 7, 2024 
• Approved Prosecuting Services Contract with Campbell Knutsen
• Adopted Ord. No. 153, 2nd Series – Amending City Code Appendix A (Zoning) Regarding: Chapter 6. Development Standards, 

Section 6.2.7(D) Specific Design Criteria for Lakeshore Lots
• Adopted Ord. No. 154, 2nd Series – Amending City Coe Appendix A (Zoning) Regarding: Chapter 2. Definitions and Chapter 11

Wetland Overlay District
• Approved the Park Commission 2025-2029 Five Year Plan 
• Mayor Pagano presented Certificates of Appreciation for DNR Compliance & Zoning Code Amendment Task Force/Work Group
• Adopted Resolution 2024-43 and 44 – Snow Plow Agreements - Arcola and Brooks Lane 
• Adopted Resolution 2024-45 – Snow Cleanup/Removal Agreements – Woodwinds Lane 
• Adopted Resolution 2024-46 – Hiring Kaitlyn Foley for Part-time Saturday Postal Employee
• Approved Proposed Special Assessment of Unpaid Utility Bills – 2328 Lafayette Road, Burak 

Council Meeting Actions & Highlights – September 9, 2024 
• Adopted Resolution 2024-38 – Variance Request for 2868 Northview Road – Landschute
• Adopted Resolution 2024-39 - Adopting the 2025 – 2034 Capital Improvement Program
• Adopted Resolution 2024-40 – Approval of the 2025 Preliminary Budget and Proposed Tax Levy
• Adopted Resolution 2022–41 – Approved Truth in Taxation Hearing for December 2, 2024, 6 pm 
• Approved the LMCC Budget for 2025
• Approved the Addendum to the Wellhead Protection Plan Part I 
• Approved the Civic Committee Annual Membership and Leadership for 2024-2025 

“After the Storm Double Rainbow” captured by 
Public Works Superintendent Jason Hilgers on 
August 26th.  90 mph winds packed a punch and 
tornado sirens were activated in The Beach. 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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Preparing for the 2024 Election Season 
 

Candidates for City Offices on the Ballot: 
 

Mayor (2-year Term)   Council Member (4-year Term) Vote for Two (2) 
            Joe Pagano    Jason Mohr 
      Bill Whitely  
 Treasurer (2-year Term)   

Chris Zinn    
 

Write-ins are allowed for all offices on the General Election ballot. View the Minnetonka Beach November 5th 
General Election ballot plus City Office candidate profiles and LMCC video presentations here: 
https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/elections 
  

Voter Registration 
If you are new to Minnetonka Beach, you may need to register to vote in this precinct. Update your registration 
and check your status at the MN Secretary of State’s Elections site at mnvotes.gov/register. You can also 
register on Election Day at City Hall with required documents listed at mnvotes.gov/register.  
 

Early Voting Information  
Eligible Minnetonka Beach voters may vote early by absentee ballot. In Minnesota, you can cast an absentee 
ballot at your local elections office starting 46 days before Election Day. You can also apply to have an absentee 
ballot sent to you in the mail. Visit mnvotes.gov/absentee to request that Election officials send you voting 
materials with complete instructions. You will need a witness to sign the signature envelope when you vote and 
complete your ballot prior to mailing it back to Hennepin County Elections for receipt by 8 pm on Election Day. 
The witness can either be a registered Minnesota voter or a notary.  Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State 
phone: 1-877-600-VOTE or visit mnvotes.gov for complete Election information. Visit mnvotes.gov/track to 
confirm your ballot was received at the county and counted. Receipt and acceptance of the ballot is noted in 
the Statewide Voter Registration System (SVRS), ensuring that someone cannot vote again.  
  

To complete this application online you must:  
• Be eligible to register and vote in Minnesota 
• Provide an email address 

• Provide your identification number: MN-issued driver's license, Minnesota ID card and last 4 digits of 
Social Security Number 

 

Early voting in person is available during normal City Hall hours:  
M-TH: 8:00-Noon, and 1:00-4:30 PM. Please arrive by 4:00 pm. 
F: 8:00 - Noon. Please arrive by 11:30 am. 
 
Additionally, City Hall will be open for Absentee Voting Saturdays, October 26th and November 2nd, and 
Sunday, November 3rd from 9 am. to 3 pm. Tuesday, 10/29, open until 7 pm, and Monday, 11/4, until 5:00 pm. 
October 18 – November 4 Direct Balloting, early voters can place their ballot directly into the DS200 voting 
machine. 
 

Public Accuracy Test 
The Public Accuracy test of the vote tabulating equipment will be held at the Minnetonka Beach City Hall  
on October 22nd at 2:00 pm. 
 
 

 

 

 General Election: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 
Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/elections


 

Meet the Candidates – 2024   
 

 

Candidates were asked to complete a prepared set of questions  
designed to help residents get to know them. 

What follows are the submissions from the 2024 local office candidates. 
 

Election Day – November 5, 2024       
Polls open 7 am to 8 pm   

Candidates for City Offices on the Ballot: 
 
 

Mayoral Candidate (2-year Term) Treasurer Candidate (2-year Term) 

Council Member Candidates (4-year Term) Vote for Two (2) 

Joe Pagano Chris Zinn 

Write-ins are allowed for all offices on the ballot at the General Election. City Council candidates are listed in alphabetical order.  
 

Jason Mohr 

Bill Whitely 



Joe and his wife of 52 years, Jeri, 
have enjoyed 30 years of priceless 
Minnetonka Beach memories with 
their two children Jeff and Jennifer, 
and five grandchildren Nicholas and 
Isabelle Pagano, and Preston, Hugh 
and Anthony Perrill. Nicholas is a 
Minnetonka Beach resident.  

Joe submitted the following 
information using the set of prepared 
questions: 

Mayoral Candidate 

Joe Pagano 

1. Why are you running for this office?

• Passionate about and thoroughly enjoy the Mayor’s role

• Energized by the opportunity to serve this community and have done so in various capacities for over ten years 
including the last two as Mayor. Collectively those roles have provided me the knowledge of how the City 
functions, an appreciation of the unique talents of residents and staff and the importance of respecting the 
opinions of others.

• Have the leadership style (Servant Leader), experience and temperament to work with residents, staff, City 
advisors, governmental agencies and surrounding communities.

• Feel that I have contributed to the efficiency and effectiveness of governance by simplifying processes.

2. Describe your important personal characteristics or traits to the office you seek.
I served as a Senior Vice President of Minneapolis-based Best Buy and Lieberman Enterprises. This required high 
level people skills, collaboration, talent development, produce results, creative and bold approaches to finding 
solutions. Those skills to the public sector as well.

3. Please describe the duties of the office you seek, in your own words.  Which are the most important?

• High Level
o Ensure that the “Big Three” of Safety including Police, Fire Protection, and Safe Water are sustained.
o Protect and perpetuate our character, natural beauty and charm for future generations of 

Minnetonka Beach residents. This is the reason why peoples’ stays here are measured in
decades, not years.

o Identify emerging trends and threats for the Council to consider

• Practical Level
o Staff prepares the monthly council meeting packets so council members have ample time to prepare. 

This allows the Council to make informed decisions on legislation, priorities, objectives, tactics, 
financial, legal and current issues.

o Facilitate an efficient and effective monthly City Council meeting

4. What is the most important issue facing Minnetonka Beach Residents?
Development of a long-term financial strategy plan to address unfunded infrastructure needs.



 

 

Jason Mohr has lived in Minnetonka 
Beach for the last seven years with his 
wife of 11 years Teresa, and daughter, 
Vivian who is 10 years old.  
 
Jason submitted the following 
information using the set of prepared 
questions: 
 
 
 

City Council Candidate 

Jason Mohr 

 

1. Why are you running for this office?  

 

I am running for City Council because I want to stay involved and give back to this community. It has been 

a privilege to serve on City Council since my appointment in August of 2023.  Being a member has allowed 

me to play a very small part in keeping Minnetonka Beach such a great place to live.     

 

2. Describe your most important personal characteristics or traits as they relate to the office you seek.  

 

I have worked as an attorney in Minneapolis since 2006. I oversee and manage complex products liability 

cases across the country. To put it simply, I help my clients navigate through the difficult situations. That 

requires a combination of knowledge, communication, strategic thinking, and preparedness.  I am also 

open-minded and willing to listen to other Council members and our residents. I believe these qualities 

have helped me serve on City Council and Utilities Commission.    

 

3. Please describe the duties of the office you seek, in your own words. Which are the most important 

duties and why?  

Council members should create long and short-term goals for the City and implement strategies to meet 

those goals. They should identify problems and help find solutions. Communication is key. Listen and 

respond to residents’ concerns. Collaborate with and seek guidance from the various committees. Make 

sound decisions, even if they may be unpopular and/or criticized.  

 

4. What is the most important issue facing Minnetonka Beach Residents?  

Infrastructure. Minnetonka Beach is a fantastic place to live and raise a family. But it is aging. Many things 

in Minnetonka Beach are approaching—or have already surpassed—the end of their useful life. The newly 

built water tower and recently approved water treatment plant are steps in the right direction. We cannot 

let other utilities fall into disrepair and jeopardize the safety of our residents. Updates are critical and 

costly. The City Council can help pave the path forward. 



 

 

Bill Whitely has lived in Minnetonka 
Beach for the last 24 years with his 
wife Karyn, and their children Ryann, 
Sullivan, Maxine, Emmet & 
Bernadette.  
 
Bill submitted the following 
information using the set of prepared 
questions: 
 
 

City Council Candidate 

         Bill Whitely 

 

1. Why are you running for this office? 

For the last two years I have served as a volunteer on the Planning Commission.  I have enjoyed 

working with neighbors, City Staff, and Commissioners, and I am hoping to continue that service 

on Council.  

 

2. Describe your most important personal characteristics or traits as they relate to the office you 

seek. 

I attend Council Meetings as a member of the public.  I am always impressed by how thoroughly 

the Mayor and the Council Members prepare for meetings and by how thoughtfully the Mayor 

and the Council Members engage with one another and with neighbors.  As a Council Member I 

will strive to be as well prepared and thoughtful as all other Council Members. 

 

3. Please describe the duties of the office you seek, in your own words.  Which are the most 

important duties and why? 

Council Members work collaboratively with neighbors, with one another, with the Mayor, with 

the Commissions, and with City Staff to create budgets and policies that serve the community.  

 

4. What is the most important issue facing Minnetonka Beach Residents? 

Continuing the 130-year tradition of making Minnetonka Beach a welcoming community.  



 

 

Chris Zinn and his family have lived in 
Minnetonka Beach for  
11 years.  
 
Chris submitted the following 
information using the set of prepared 
questions: 
 
 

Treasurer Candidate 

Chris Zinn 

 
1. Why are you running for this office? 

I want to give back to the City that I have lived in for the past 11 years and believe my experience in 

banking allows me to continue be an effective City Treasurer.  I feel it’s very important to run the City’s 

government in a cost-effective manor so scarce resources can be used to maintain the infrastructure and 

services of this great community.  Finally, over the past six years as Treasurer, I have successfully 

managed the City’s finances, transitioned to fund accounting, overseen four bond issuances and provided 

the citizens with transparency of results. 

 

2. Describe your most important personal characteristics or traits as they relate to the office you 

seek. 

I have an MBA in Finance from the Carlson School of Management and have worked in commercial 

banking at U.S. Bank for 26 years.  I feel my experience in corporate finance will continue to be an asset to 

Minnetonka Beach.  

 

3. Please describe the duties of the office you seek, in your own words.  Which are the most important 

duties and why? 

The Treasurer must be able to effectively communicate the City’s financial position to the Mayor and City 

Council so prudent decisions can be made.  He/she should analyze revenue and expenses to prevent 

uncollected taxes and fees or excessive expenditures.  Additionally, the Treasurer should not only be 

focused on the current financial position of Minnetonka Beach, but also have an eye to the future financial 

position to be able to budget for major infrastructure improvements such as the water treatment plant. 

 

4. What is the most important issue facing Minnetonka Beach residents? 

It’s important that all residents feel part of our great community and feel like their voices are heard by our 

City’s government.  The City has a limited budget and an aging infrastructure that needs to be maintained.    

Many issues impact residents differently and require compromises.  Government should always be acting 

with the City’s best long-term interests in mind. 
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City Council Adopts Preliminary 2025 Budget and Tax Levy 
 

At the September 9th City Council meeting, the Council approved and adopted a 2025 preliminary budget 

and tax levy.  The approved preliminary budget reflects a 4.3% increase over last year.  In the near future 

you will receive a notice from Hennepin county regarding proposed taxes for 2025.  The notice will 

include information about proposed taxes for all taxing authorities such as County, City, School District, 

and other special Taxing Districts.  In addition to providing notice about proposed taxes, the notice also 

provides information about public meetings where each entity’s budget will be discussed before a final 

tax levy is set.  For Minnetonka Beach that meeting will take place on Monday, December 2nd at 6 p.m.  

This meeting is also known as the Truth in Taxation hearing, and residents may speak at any of the 

hearings shown on the notice. Please note, that this is not the meeting to appeal your property tax 

valuation. At the regular Council meeting on December 9th, Council will adopt a final 2025 budget and tax 

levy, which cannot be greater than the preliminary levy. 

The breakdown for the expenditure side of the preliminary budget is as follows: 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

To see the Minnetonka Beach 2025 Preliminary City budget,  
go to the City website at: 

  www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us 
 

 

CITY OF MINNETONKA BEACH 
2025 Preliminary Budget Expenditures 

 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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Save the Lake 

City leaf pickup by Public Works is scheduled to begin October 15th. Blow 
leaves (only leaves) to the edge of your yard and NOT into the street and 
keep them away from storm sewers. Leaves accumulate in drainage 
systems and clog pipes which causes street flooding. Decomposing leaves 
also go into the lake where their nutrients feed algae growth. Not only is 
algae unsightly, decomposing algae uses up oxygen that fish and plants 
need. Watch your City SPLASH! eblasts for scheduling updates if you are 
signed up for them. 

 

Planning, Utilities and Park Commissions Welcome  

New and Renewed Volunteer Commissioners  
 

City Administrator, Heidi Honey, reads residents Scott Gamble (left), Lindsay Paine (middle), and Peter 

Scherer (right) their official Oath of Office. Gamble was appointed to the Planning Commission in 

September, and Paine and Scherer were appointed to the Utilities Commission in October.  

  

 

Park Commissioners Dave 

Christiansen and Patty Rezabek 
renewed their commitment to the 

Parks Commission reciting their 

Oaths of Office in October. This 

marks Rezabek’s 26th year serving 

as a Minnetonka Beach Park 
Commissioner continuing her 

mission to protect and enhance the 

City’s parks system and green 

spaces.   

 

Finance Committee Member Needed 
There is an immediate opening on the City’s Finance Committee 
for a new member from the community. The Finance Committee 

serves as an advisory to the City Council on financial and 
investment matters including the establishment of a long-range 

financial strategy for capital and other improvements for the City 
of Minnetonka Beach. The committee meets infrequently as 

needed. If you would like to join Chair Chris Zinn, Brian Call, Jim 
Dudley, Jaime Gmach, Liz Nordlie, and John Woerner on this 
important committee, please send an email of interest and 

qualifications to City Administrator Heidi Honey at:  
city-admin@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us. Thank you! 

A Special Welcome and Thank You to the New  
Civic Committee Leadership for 2024 – 2025: 

President: Whitney Maurel 
Vice President: Kate Emmel 

Secretary: Kristin Ainsworth & Ann Gmach 
Treasurer: Jennifer Johnson 

Your efforts serving in these roles is most appreciated by the community! 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
mailto:city-admin@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us
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Special thanks to these election judges who did an excellent job serving at the State Primary Election on 

August 13, 2024 in Minnetonka Beach. Their comprehensive elections training and hard work 

administering their official duties in this community ensures that you can exercise your right to vote.  

The judge team for the November 5th General Election looks forward to helping you  

cast your ballot at City Hall. Polls will be open from 7 am – 8 pm.  

Left photo (L-R) front: Nell Mathews, Jodi Naylor, Head Judge Jeri Pagano; back: Jill Bartel, Kaitlyn Foley, Jaci Lindstrom. Right 

photo (L-R) front: Dylan Foley, Head Judge Susanne Griffin, Ann Brilley; back: Patty Rezabek, Jan Dahlen, Jill Brodersen 

Thank you, judges, and thanks for voting, residents! 

 

 

 

 

DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE & THE U.S. 

CONSTITUTION  

Booklets available at City Hall 
 

Great reading and symbol of our freedom 
for  

you and your family to enjoy. 
 Special Thanks to Gianna Colombo for 

donating these wonderful booklets  
to the City! 

Copies available in the lobby 

 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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BEACHCOMBER 
City of Minnetonka Beach 

P.O. Box 146 
Minnetonka Beach, MN  55361 
 

Canoe Rack 
If you have a canoe, kayak, or other watercraft 
stored on one of the racks at the Swim Beach 

Park, please remove it by October 31st. The rack 
is not meant for over winter storage. Any craft 

left on the rack after October 31st will be 
considered abandoned and removed by the City. 
 

City Dock Slip Renters 
Please remove dock sections, pipes, lifts, 
canopies, boat houses etc., along with all 

other personal items from City property when 
taking your dock out this fall. These items may 

not be stored on City property over the 
winter. Removals need to be completed by 

October 31st. Also, please check for invasive 
species especially Zebra Mussels  

and remove them. Thank you! 

Public Works is currently picking up 
leaves, but not brush and branches  

at this time.  

Minnetonka Beach Tree Preservation  
& Zoning Ordinance Survey 

In 2022 and 2023, the City made several modifications to its zoning 
ordinance in order to preserve the unique characteristics of our 
community, and to respond to concerns expressed by our residents 
and the Department of Natural Resources. These modifications 
included lake setbacks, hardcover percentages, and a new tree 
protection section. 
 

The City's Planning Commission would like to understand resident 
opinions on some of these specific regulations. They would like 
feedback from more than 50% of the residents and appreciate your 
time. This survey has 24 multiple choice questions and should take 
about 5-10 minutes. 
 

Residents age 18 and older are encouraged to complete the survey by 
end of day Monday, October 21, 2024. 
 

City Staff will record your name and address to track responses. Your 
specific responses and identifying information will remain confidential.  
If you prefer a printed copy of the survey to complete, please contact 
City Hall at 952-471-8878. 
 

Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W8FDD93 
Thank you in advance for your valuable input! 

 

http://www.ci.minntonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W8FDD93



