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City of Minnetonka Beach 

Park Commission Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 
 

Members Present:   Chair Patty Rezabek, Amy Johnson, Rick Manning, Kevin Decker, Jody Sperduto, 

Robb Ball 

Members Absent:   Council Liaison Michelle Kroll  

Staff Present: Diane Tiegs-Roussell, City Clerk   

 

Materials Distributed:   
1. Agenda   2.  November 7, 2011 Unapproved Minutes 3. December 6, 2011 Unapproved Minutes 4. 2011 Park 

Commission Budget Comparison  5. Budget & Expenditures  6. 2012 Budget  7. 2012 Meeting Calendar 

 

AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION PLAN/ 

PARTY RESPONSIBLE 

Welcome & Oath of Office 

 Welcome Diane Tiegs-Roussell, City Clerk 

 Welcome & Oath of Office for new member Rick 

Manning. 

City Clerk Tiegs-Roussell issued the 

oath of office to new member Rick 

Manning. 

Call to Order 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Chair 

Rezabek.  

 

 

Guests 

 Daisy Scout Troup No. 16214 member, Haley 

Ball, daughter of Commissioner Ball, spoke to 

the group about assisting with Spring flower 

planting around the community.   

Chair Rezabek will coordinate dates 

with Daisy Scout Troup No. 16214 for 

Spring flower planting. 

1. Approve Agenda 
 Agenda approved Motion made by Commissioner Johnson 

and seconded by Commissioner Decker 

to accept the agenda.  Motion carried. 

2. Approve Minutes of ,  

November 7, 2011 & 

December 6, 2011 

 Approval of November Minutes. 

 

 

 Approval of December Minutes. 

Motion made by Commissioner Johnson 

and seconded by Commissioner 

Sperduto to approve the November 

Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried.  

 

Motion made by Commissioner Johnson 

and seconded by Commissioner Decker 

to approve the December Meeting 

Minutes. Motion carried 

3.  Maintenance Committee 

Report  & 

Recommendations 
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AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION PLAN/ 

PARTY RESPONSIBLE 

Tree Inventory and Electronic 

Version Update 
 Chair Rezabek updated the group.  Vendor Tom 

Huston of A Cut Above will come to update the 

Master Copy of tree inventory online at City 

Hall.  

City Clerk Tiegs-Roussell will make 

copies of reports for Commissioner 

Manning.    

Tree Removal Bid Update 

 

 Cut Above Inc. estimate is $1,725 plus tax; to 

trim all of City Hall is $1000 or removal of ash at 

$200, $300 removal of 2
nd

 tree maple tree. 

 Kevin Decker write budget line item descriptions 

so we can better handle fund distribution and 

combine some line items. 

Move forward with Cut Above, Tom 

Huston. 

Motion made by Commission Johnson 

and seconded by Commission Ball to 

move forward with A Cut Above in the 

amount of $2,725 plus tax. 

Commissioner Decker will re-work the 

line items in the budget and have 

Administrator Griffin email the 

spreadsheet. 

Emerald Ash Borer – How 

Other Cities are Handling 

Ash Trees 

 Kestrel Design recommends wait before 

beginning removal of ash trees but replant now.   

 

 

Mayor Anderson will be meeting with 

lake area mayors on Dec. 15
th
 to talk 

about EAB and how other cities are 

handling their ash trees.    Chair 

Rezabek will find past article in local 

paper referencing the process in other 

cities. 

Prairie Restoration Buckthorn 

Update 
 Three Prairie Restoration workers came last week 

and cut and painted the buckthorn in Ray Peters 

Park.   

 

 Arcola Lane, high banks and the removal of all 

the buckthorn – will this become an erosion 

problem? 

Continue with Prairie Restoration in 

spring for a cutting of buckthorn with a 

spray in the fall in Ray Peters. 

 

Administrator Griffin will contact Three 

Rivers Park District to inquire about the 

clean-up/erosion and whether there will 

be planting on Arcola Lane trail bank. 

Garlic Mustard Control  

Update 

 Agenda item for February - reviewing 

control of Garlic Mustard.  

Trail Grooming in Ray Peters 

Park 

 Chair Rezabek reported a resident offered to help 

with snow grooming some time ago if the city 

had a snow groomer.  Reasons for grooming 

trails: It would encourage outdoor winter 

activities for our residents, increase usage of the 

parks, and may deter deer herds.   

 

 

 

 

Chair Rezabek will make calls 

researching costs for used trail 
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AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION PLAN/ 

PARTY RESPONSIBLE 

 Consider the feasibility of purchasing a used trail 

groomer/comb-rake that could be pulled behind a 

snowmobile or consider having one made 

 Winter access to the Ray Peters trail would need 

to be made. 

groomers. 

 

 

a)Review of Forest 

Restoration Plan 

 Pages 21 and 22 in the Forest Restoration Plan 

have reforestation recommendations for Arcola 

Woods and Ray Peters Park.  The plan was 

prepared by The Kestrel Design Group.  Phase 

one of the plan was to remove buckthorn and 

other invasive.  Phase one is close to a 

maintenance level and planning for the next 

phase can begin.   

 Commissioner Johnson stated Parks should focus 

dollars towards planting on the Blvd.  

 Commissioner Sperduto feels that the 

Community Forester could provide information. 

 In accordance with restoration/management plan, 

Commissioners would like to have Kestrel 

Design consult with next steps in our plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Rezabek will contact Kestrel 

Design to possibly do further specific 

consultation on next steps using the 

management plan. 

b)Trail Grooming 

Ray Peters Park 
 Discussed focusing on spending money on tree 

purchases next year.   

This item will be on the February 

Agenda. 

 4.  Deer Update 

 Minnetonka Beach will be included when the 

aerial deer survey in 2012 is done for Orono; per 

email from Steven Hogg.  Waiting for snow. 

 Cost of the survey would be $285/hr, plus $10/hr 

gas charge.  The city paid $150.00 for the ½ hour 

it took for the aerial survey early in 2011.  

Three Rivers will include Minnetonka 

Beach in the aerial deer survey.  Snow 

cover is needed for the survey to begin.  

They will notify the City when the 

survey is done. 

 5.  Dock Language 

 PC recommendation from September minutes.  

Beach Park area encroachment of docks.  Dock 

slips were increased at the Beach. 

 Submitting the change of language to Lee 

Goehring and City Administrator Griffin.   

Clerk Tiegs-Roussell will provide 

Commissioner Manning a copy of the 

Comp Plan. 

Chair Rezabek will call Dock 

Committee Member Lee to set up 

meeting. 

6. Resident Events 

recommendation to council 

2011 

 Referred to Council and Council has decided to 

take no action. No further action required. 
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AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION PLAN/ 

PARTY RESPONSIBLE 

7.  Gifts to Parks – Amy 

Johnson & Kevin Decker 

 Commissioner Decker researched gifting to cities 

and provided email links on information he 

found.  City should be able to accept gifts for 

park use.  Get draft policy from City Attorney 

before launching a park gifting program. 

Motion made by Commissioner Decker 

and seconded by Commissioner Ball 

that Commissioner Decker will prepare 

language for a gifting program and 

present to the City Council for review.  

Motion carried. 

8.  Library – Selling old 

books 
  In progress.   Commissioner Johnson will call Kathy 

Doerr regarding sale of books. 

 9.  2011 Budget Year end 

Budget to Actual 

 Council reduced 2012 budget from $14,000 to 

$12,000. 

Tree Inventory and Tree Inventory 

Inspector have been removed from 2012 

Budget. 

10. 2012 Planning and 

Budget 

 

 Director of Public Works Young and Park Chair 

Rezabek walked through Ray Peters Park last 

August.  Director of Public Works Young stated 

during cold weather as time permits the fallen 

and leaning trees will be cleared from Ray Peters 

Park. 

Public Works Director Young will clean 

up fallen and leaning trees during cold 

weather as time permits at Ray Peters 

Park.  

 

a)Priority targets 
 Focus from 2011 isn’t changing for 2012 

 Quarterly Goals 

Commissioner Johnson will prepare and 

email quarterly goals to membership for 

input. 

b)Possible Purchases  Used trail groomer Chair Rezabek will explore options. 

 11.  Public Works Director            

Report 
 No Report 

 

12. 2012 Meeting Calendar  Attached  

13.  Commissioner & Other 

Reports 
 No Reports  

14.  Other Business 

 MNSAC forward emails to membership  

 Community Forest Bonding Grant 

Commissioner Decker will explore the 

forest bonding grants thru MNSAC. 

                        

Chair Patty Rezabek closed the meeting at 9:17 p.m. 

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, February 6, 2012. 

                  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

      _______________________________________________ 

      Diane Tiegs-Roussell, City Clerk 


