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Matt Sundell
Important Dates 

& Meetings 
Trash & Republic Services subscriber yard waste cart pickup 

is every Friday unless noted. Please have carts out by 6:30 
am. Meetings are held at City Hall unless otherwise noted. 

Friday, August 1 
Trash, recycling & yard waste cart pickup 

Saturday, August 2 
Tour de Tonka Bike Ride Event 
Mtka Beach route 9-11:30 am 

Monday, August 4 
Monday Funday 4:30 – 6:00 pm 

Swim Beach Park 

Tuesday, August 5 
Park Commission meeting 5:30 pm 

at City Hall  

Tuesday, August 5 
National Night Out 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

In front of City Hall 

Saturday, August 9 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center Educational 

Event from 10-noon at Ray Peters Park 

Monday, August 11 
Last Monday Funday 4:30 – 6:00 pm 

Swim Beach Park 

Monday, August 11 
City Council meeting at 6:00 pm at City Hall 

Wednesday, August 14 
Tree Protection Ordinance Workgroup mtg 

4:00 pm at City Hall 

Friday, August 15 
Trash, recycling & yard waste cart pickup 

Monday, August 25 
Planning Commission meeting at 7:00 pm at 

City Hall 

Friday, August 29 
Trash, recycling & yard waste cart pickup 

Sunday, August 31 
Lafayette Club fireworks at dusk 

Beachcomber 
JULY 2025 

Ann Johnson Stewart, MN State Senator, D45, (center), was a 
guest at the July 14, 2025 City Council meeting. She presented 
an update of this year’s legislative session as it pertains to the 

infrastructure bonding bill for cities, and shared efforts 
planned for City infrastructure funding advocacy for 2026. 
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Council Meeting Actions & Highlights 
July 14, 2025 

 

• Adopted Ord. No. 157, 2nd Series An Ordinance Amending City Code Appendix A – Zoning Ordinance, Section 6.4.3. P-
1: Public Facilities District Development Standards, and Section 8.4. Tree Protection, and Resolution 2025 – 26 
Resolution Authorizing Publication Of Ordinance No. 157, 2nd Series By Title And Summary 
 

• Adopted Ord. No. 158, 2nd Series An Ordinance Amending Appendix B Fees for Licenses, Permits, Services of the City 
of the Village of Minnetonka Beach City Code and Resolution 2025 – 27 A Resolution Authorizing Summary Publication 
of Ordinance No. 158, 2nd Series by Title and Summary 

 

• Adopted Resolution 2025 – 28 Appointment of Responsible Authority and Data Practices Compliance Official and 
Adopting Data Practices Policies 

 

• Approved LMCD Final Budget  
 

• Approved Municipal Builders Inc. Pay Application #12 in the amount of $306,911.90 for new water treatment plant 
 

• Approved Great Northern Environmental Pay Application #2 in the Amount of $64,840 for PFAS filtration equipment 
 

• Approved Special Event Permits for Wildlife Rehabilitation Center event and Lafayette Club Fireworks Labor Day wknd 
 

• Approved Administrative Relocation of Slip #2-3 on City Dock #2 - Approved by the LMCD 
     

Minnetonka Beach pollinator garden in 
Lafayette Park near Hill Rd/Shoreline Drive. 
Busy bees there – stop and visit! 

 

CITY HALL 
HOURS 

8 A.M. T0 4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Thursday 
Closed from Noon – 1:00 

for Lunch 
 

8 A.M. TO NOON 
Friday 

 

CITY HALL SERVICES 

• Notary Public: Heidi Honey, City Administrator, Jane Burgess, 
City Clerk, and Fawn Gage, Utility Billing/Postal Clerk, Admin 
Assistant are commissioned notaries. There is no fee for this 
service. 
 

• City Drop Box: There is a drop box for utility bill payments, 
Civic Committee dues, and correspondence for City offices. The 
drop box is located in the Post Office (rear door) to the left of 
the post office boxes and is open 24/7 

 

• Post Office: Here to meet most postal needs. Cash or check 

accepted. There are no waiting lines at this post office!! 

 

YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
 

Mayor - Joe Pagano 
 

Council Members – Chris Dovolis, 
Jennifer Halverson, Jason Mohr & 
Bill Whitely 
 

Treasurer – Chris Zinn 
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               Mayor’s Corner 

    JULY 2025 
 
Hello Neighbors, 
Hope that you and your family are having a good summer. A great deal has happened the first part of the year in “The Beach.” 
Some of the many highlights along with a few futuristic comments: 
 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
The new water treatment plant is now over fifty percent complete. Both the plant and two new adjacent wells are within budget 
and on schedule. There have been no major unexpected issues since construction began last fall. In fact, less than twenty percent 
of contingency funds have been spent to date. August will see the drilling of the two new wells and the delivery of the federally 
funded PFAS treatment equipment. Shortly thereafter the roof will be installed before the weather changes enabling the interior 
finishing work to move forward. Expect the ribbon cutting ceremony next summer.  
 

TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE UPDATE, PHASE ONE 
The Planning Commission has completed their review and update of the 2022 Tree Protection Ordinance.  Thank you to the 119 
residents who completed the Tree Protection Ordinance survey. Your valuable feedback was greatly appreciated. A public hearing 
was held before the final draft was approved by the Council at the July meeting. Significant Changes: 

• $50 permit fee for hazardous, diseased or dying trees has been eliminated. 

• “Heritage tree” designation for both deciduous and conifers is a 30” diameter at a measured height four and half feet 
above the ground. 

• Leaving a tree stump generally does not require a City engineer review 
 

SENATOR ANN JOHNSON STEWART’S CITY COUNCIL VISIT 
State Senator Johnson Stewart presented at the July Council Meeting. She and State Representative Myers introduced Bills during 
the 2025 Legislative Session on behalf of Minnetonka Beach’s request for $5.2M in infrastructure funding. Unfortunately, the 
Legislature did not fund local projects like ours this year. Instead, they shifted the funds to various State agencies. Council and Staff 
are now working with those various agencies seeking funding for our $5.2M request for future infrastructure projects. Both Senator 
Johnson Stewart and Representative Myers have supported and strongly advocated for the awarding of state funds to our City. 
Long term, the Senator believes that the State must rewrite the criteria for awarding funding. Today, cities like Minnetonka Beach 
that protect its water delivery system, encourage resident engagement, and self-fund infrastructure replacement, has little chance 
of being awarded funding. Thanks to all who sent letters to our elected officials in St. Paul. Your words went a long way in 
convincing them that our needs are real and our request, reasonable. Hopefully, they will be successful in convincing their decision-
making colleagues of the same. We have already submitted our funding requests for the 2026 Legislative Session beginning mid-
February. 
 

FINANCIAL  
Minnetonka Beach has begun the process of preparing the 2026 City Budget. Since 2023, our City has been layering in the increases 
in water usage rates, water treatment plant fees, and property tax levies needed to fund the two water treatment plant bonds. This 
was done to spread out the financial impact to residents. The 2026 Budget will include a previously communicated tax levy increase 
of approximately $700,000. As a result, the 2026 Budget will increase from $2.25 million in 2025, to nearly $3 million. City staff and 
the Council will again conduct a line-by-line budget review to ensure that your tax dollars are spent wisely.   In addition, this year 
the City Treasurer and Finance Committee will be updating the Ten-Year Financial Management Plan. This is critical given the 
amount of debt service the City currently carries, and the remaining $26 million in future essential infrastructure replacement.  
 

SEE WHAT’S DIFFERENT IN OUR TOWN 
Maintaining and improving our park system and roads requires constant grooming and attention to detail. Recent Projects: 

• Pollinator Garden in Lafayette Park; 75 new trees/shrubs planted throughout the City by Public Works and volunteers  

• Benches by the Margaret Dahl Library stained and City picnic tables refurbished and stained by a resident volunteer 

• Liza Crear Garden Refresh at City Hall with new flora planted in the aged out memorial garden 

• Swim Beach view of Lafayette Bay widened by 30 feet, with no beach closures since 2023 

• Coming this fall: Crystal Bay Shoreline Rip Rap Installation at City Docks 2, 3 and 5-7 

• One-third of City streets were recently professionally Chip Seal Coated per the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
 

THANKS FOR PARTICIPATION AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE MINNETONKA BEACH CIVIC COMMITTEE 
Civic planned events are the fabric of our community character. A note of appreciation for all those who have already participated 
in the 2025 Civic Dues Campaign. Please consider joining your neighbors in funding our social gatherings.  
 

Best Regards, Joe Pagano 
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CITY, COMMUNITY & CIVIC NEWS 

SAD NEWS OF LONG-TIME RESIDENT PASSING 

Thomas Leo Regnier 

May 25, 1945 – June 15, 2025 

Please join Marilyn and their family at 
Tom’s Celebration of Life 

Saturday, August 23, 2025 11:00 am 

Wayzata Community Church Chapel 
125 Wayzata Blvd E. Wayzata, MN 

Obituary: https://greenvalleymortuary.net/obituary/thomas-regnier 

Now is Your Chance to Serve the 

City In An Important Role! 

The Minnetonka Beach Planning Commission has 
an immediate opening for a Planning 
Commissioner. In addition to their current work 
on the City’s Zoning code and Tree Protection 
Ordinance Review, they make recommendations 
regarding residents’ land use and variance 
requests in Minnetonka Beach. The commission 
holds public hearings to listen to these requests, 
along with community input on them, and 
advises the City Council based on their review. 
Meetings are generally held on the 4th Monday 
each month at 7:00 pm at City Hall.  

If you would like to be considered for this open 
seat on this important commission, please send 
an email of interest to City Administrator Heidi 
Honey at: city-admin@ci.minnetonka-
beach.mn.us. Please consider joining this great 
team of residents! 

Minnetonka Beach  

Bible Study 
The Minnetonka Beach Bible Study will begin a 
new series in the Book of Romans on Monday, 

August 25th. All current and former Beach 
residents are welcome to gather for discussion 

and fellowship. They meet twice monthly on 
Mondays at Calvary Memorial Church located 
on the corner of Shoreline Drive (Co. Rd. 15) 
and Dunwoody Ave. in Navarre from 1:30 – 
3:00 pm. If interested, please contact Lori 

Dovolis at 612-741-9100 or Dawn Ahlm at 612-
532-1854 for more information and a study

guide $10). 
We would love to see you there! 

Who’s That Girl Driving Jason’s 

Big Lawn Mower? 

In case you wondered who is beautifully maintaining 
City turf this summer, meet Vidalia Hilgers! She also 
does daily swim beach cleanings so residents can fully 
enjoy the beach weed and debris-free. As the daughter 
of Public Works Superintendent Jason Hilgers, Vidalia is 
a well-trained, hard worker – just like her dad! Be sure 
and give a shout out to Vi next time you see her! 

NEW! Minnetonka Beach Kids 

Rash Guard Shirts By Civic At City Hall $35 – 
White and Light Blue - Hurry! 

https://greenvalleymortuary.net/obituary/thomas-regnier
mailto:city-admin@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us
mailto:city-admin@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us
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 CIVIC COMMITTEE NEWS 

 A special THANK YOU to Civic Committee Event Chairs 
Heidi Whitaker and Sheri Pottebaum for their 
willingness to give their time, energy and talent to the 
annual Summer Picnic on July 13th. Also, a big thank 
you to Jennifer Halverson for taking charge of yet 
another well-attended Fun Run to kick off the day’s 
events. Thank you, game planners, bike parade 
decorating organizers, those who organized food and 
beverages, merchandise sales, solo guitar performer, 
and so much more! Of course, they could not have 
done this without Civic dues – thank you to those 
residents who have paid – annual dues fund the many 
events Civic volunteers plan throughout the year! 

A GREAT time was had by nearly 100 people who joined in the fun! 

2025 TOP 1 MILE FUN RUN 
KID WINNERS (above): 

1st Place: Brielle Halverson 7:34 
2nd Place: Jaxon Lund: 8:30 

3rd Place: Lauren Arnold 8:32 
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BEACHCOMBER 
City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach 
P.O. Box 146 
Minnetonka Beach, MN  55361 

city EVENTS 
On August 9th Learn About Your Neighborhood 

and Backyard Wildlife 

Minnetonka Beach families are invited to attend a special 
educational event hosted by the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of 
Minnesota (WRC). Admitting more than 21,000 patients of 200 
different species annually, WRC is the largest wildlife hospital and 
rehabilitation center in the county.  

Following an informative presentation about backyard wildlife in the area, staff will release a rehabilitated 
bird that is ready to return to its natural habitat. Mark your calendars to attend this event, co-hosted by 
resident and WRC Board Member Susan Carlson, and Minnetonka Beach Junior Civic, at Ray Peters Park 
on August 9th from 10 am until approximately noon. The event rain date is Sunday, August 10th, at 10 am.  

Please leave your dogs at home as they may scare the bird. 

WRC is a MN registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization located in Roseville. 

This red-eyed vireo image was taken 
at its release. It cooperated so nicely 

and perched on the edge of the basket 
before taking its first wild flight. 

Please visit 
wrcmn.org for more 

information or to 
make a donation. 




