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Matt Sundell

Important Dates 
& Meetings 

Trash pickup is every Friday unless noted. Please 
have carts out by 6:30 am. Meetings are held at 
City Hall unless otherwise noted. 

Monday, March 9 
City Council meeting CANCELLED 

 Wednesday, March 11 
Civic Committee meeting 7:00 pm 

Location TBD 

Friday, March 13 
Trash and Recycling pickup 

Monday, March 16 
Planning Commission meeting 

CANCELLED 

Friday, March 20 
Trash pickup  

Friday, March 27 
Trash and Recycling pickup 

Wednesday, April 1 
Finance Committee meeting 5:00 pm 

Beachcomber 
MARCH 2026 

NEW! OPEN BOOK MEETINGS FOR 
RESIDENT PROPERTY VALUATION APPEALS 

The City of Minnetonka Beach is no longer holding Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meetings for residents to 
appeal their property valuation and classification. City Council adopted Resolution 2025-37 on October 6, 2025, 
transferring Local Board Authority Of Appeal and Equalization Power and Duty for three years to the Hennepin 
County Open Book Appeal and Equalization process. The Hennepin County Assessor’s Office will host seven in 
person meetings with locations throughout the county. A virtual meeting session will be offered as well. Taxpayers 
will receive their Hennepin County 2026 valuation notices for property taxes payable in 2027 early April. After 
contacting the Hennepin County Assessor for Minnetonka Beach, Michael Smerdon, at 612-596-1362, taxpayers 
can attend any of the scheduled meetings. Complete meeting and appeal process information will be provided with 
the property valuation notice. Taxpayers may also call Smerdon up until the County Board of Appeal and 
Equalization (CBAE) deadline for appointments on May 20, 2026. Visit: https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/ 

 CIVIC, JUNIOR CIVIC &  
PARK COMMISSION UPDATE 

SAVE THE DATES! 
2026 UPCOMING RESIDENT EVENTS

Saturday, April 25 Resident Spring Clean Up Event 
 (Details inside) 

Sunday, April 26 Newcomers Party 3-6 pm 
Hosts: Kyler and Lauren Harder 

June-August Summer Fundays at Swim Beach Park 

Date (TBD) Annual Fun Run & Summer Picnic at 
Half Moon & Swim Beach Parks 

August 4 National Night Out at City Hall 

Thank you to the Civic & Junior Civic Committees, and Park 
Commission for their hard work, dedication, and creativity with 

the many events they coordinate and host for residents 
throughout the year.

These events are what make Minnetonka Beach 
such a unique community! 

Community financial support and volunteerism are what make 
these events happen. Watch for a request for your annual  

Civic Committee event dues later this year.  

Thanks to Civic, there is also a great selection of Minnetonka 
Beach merchandise available for purchase at City Hall. 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
https://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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Council Meeting Actions & Highlights – February 09, 2026 
City Council Regular Meeting 

• Civic Committee President Whitney Maurel presented their Annual Report  

• Received the City’s Annual Financial Audit Report for Year End 2025 

• Approved a Variance Request and Adopted Resolution 2026 – 09 Approving a Variance to Alter a Nonconforming 
Structure and a Variance to Encroach Within the Side Yard Encroachment Plane at 3022 Shoreline Drive 

• Approved tree removal requests for 3150 Northview Road  

• Held a Public Hearing for and Adopted Ord. No. 165, 2nd Series Amending The Zoning Ordinance: 1. Regarding 
Interim Uses. 2. Regarding Accessory Dwelling Units And 3. Regarding Notification Requirements. Adopted 
Resolution 2026 – 10 Authorizing Summary Publication of Ord. No. 165. 

• Adopted Resolution 2026 – 11 Approving Lafayette Club and Sunday On-Sale Liquor License for Lafayette Club 

• Approved Tour de Tonka Special Event Permit With Conditions for August 1, 2026 

• Adopted Ordinance No. 166, 2nd Series Amending City Code Appendix A – Zoning Ordinance Section 1.0 General 
Provisions, Section 2.4 Definitions, and Section 8.4 Tree Protection and Resolution 2026 – 11 Authorizing 
Summary Publication of Ord. 166. 

• Municipal Builders Inc Pay Request #19 in the Amount of $375,150.31 for Water Treatment Plant & Wells 3 & 4 

• Adopted Ord. 164, 2nd Series Amending City Code Section 508 Nuisances 

City Council Minutes are posted to the City website after approval at the following Council meeting. To contact the City via email, 
send emails to: info@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us 
 

CITY HALL HOURS 
 

 

8 A.M. T0 4:30 P.M. 
Monday through Thursday 

Closed from Noon – 1 for Lunch 
 

8 A.M. TO NOON 

Friday 
 

CITY HALL SERVICES 
 

• Notary Public:  Heidi Honey, City Administrator, Jane Burgess, 
City Clerk, and Fawn Gage, Utility Billing/Postal Clerk, Admin 
Asst. are commissioned notaries.  There is no fee for this service. 
 

• City Drop Box:  There is a drop box for utility bill payments, Civic 
Committee dues, and correspondence for City offices. The drop 
box is located in the Post Office (rear door) to the left of the post 
office boxes. 

 

• Post Office: Here to meet most postal needs.  There are no 
waiting lines at this post office!! 

YOUR ELECTED 

OFFICIALS: 

Mayor – Joe Pagano 

 

Council Members: 

Chris Dovolis, Jennifer Halverson, 

Jason Mohr and Bill Whitely 

Treasurer – Chris Zinn 

 

Quiet Visitors in the Winter Landscape. 
Photo by resident Connie Leaf Rothbauer 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
mailto:info@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us
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City News 
  

Save the Lake 

Tips for Protecting the Lake from the  
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District 

 

Clean up after your pet: 
It may seem easier to be a dog owner in the winter — 
when Fido does his business in the yard, the results 
seem to disappear in a pile of snow.  But that pet waste 
doesn’t go away. Now that the snow is melted, it’s time 
to pick up that puppy poop before it harms nearby 
water resources.  

 

When it rains, stormwater picks up pet waste and other 
pollutants and carries them into the nearest storm 
drain, which discharges directly into a lake, stream or 
other water resource. Once there, the waste breaks 
down and adds excess nutrients to the water, creating 
algae and plant overgrowth and altering the water 
body’s natural ecosystem. To avoid this, bag the pet 
waste and throw it in the trash. And while it’s best to 
pick up after your pet immediately, it’s never too late to 
remove the waste before it’s washed downstream by 
the rain. 
 

Harvest and reuse rainwater: 
Stormwater is usually viewed as a burden, but is also 
can be a great resource. The pollutants found in 
stormwater, phosphorus and nitrogen, are the same 
chemicals that grass, plants and trees need to thrive. By 
using stormwater instead of drinking water for tasks like 
watering the lawn, we can conserve resources and 
reduce the amount of polluted stormwater that enters 
our lakes, rivers and streams. Rain barrels are an easy 
way to collect and use rainwater for your yard and 
landscape plants. 
 

 
 
 

CITY OF THE VILLAGE OF MINNETONKA BEACH 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach, Hennepin County, MN will meet on 

Monday, April 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. to consider the following amendment to the City Code Section 202 Subdivision Ordinance Section (8)(A) 

Lot  Width and Location: 
 

Section 1.  Section 202 (8) (A) Lot Width and Location of the city code is amended by adding the double-underlined and deleting the 

strikethrough language as follows: 
SECTION 202:  SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 

(8) Lots 

(A) Lots Width and Location.  All lots shall have at least 100 150 feet of frontage on a Public Street measured at the 

required building Front Setback or in the case of Lake Lots at the Rear Setback and at the Ordinary High Water 

Level.   

A draft of the ordinance is available on the City’s website at www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us and at City Hall.  Written comments are solicited 

and should be received at City Hall by Wednesday, April 8, 2026.  Persons wishing to comment on the ordinance will also be heard at the 

public hearing. 
 

Jane Burgess  This proposed amendment is a correction to City Code to align with existing Zoning Code.  

City Clerk 

Posted March 28, 2026 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE PRIMARY ELECTION: 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026 

Absentee/Early Voting: June 26 – August 10, 2026 
 

STATE GENERAL ELECTION: 
Tuesday, November 3, 2026 

Absentee/Early Voting: September 18 – November 2, 2026 
More Information and dates to come. 

 
If you are interested in serving as an election judge for one or 
both of the 2026 elections, and other optional dates during 
Absentee/Early Voting, please contact City Clerk Jane Burgess 
at 952-471-8878 ext. 2.  
 
Election judges play an important role in administering 
elections and are paid for their time worked including training, 
Absentee/Early Voting options, and on election days. Thank 
you for your consideration to serve the City and Minnetonka 
Beach voters! 

“Donuts With The Mayor” 
Please join Mayor Joe Pagano for an informal 

gathering at City Hall on Saturday, April 11th, from  
9-11 am. Bring your questions, ideas and thoughts 

about the City, and Mayor Joe will bring the donuts!  
 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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City and Civic Committee News 
  

JASON MAKES SKATING AND HOCKEY HAPPEN! 

Despite the roller coaster temps and winter weather this year, Public Works Superintendent Jason Hilgers managed to 
provide the community with zamboni-style ice whenever possible at Ray Peters Park. Special thanks to Jason for all the late 
night and early morning rink flooding, snow clearing, and maintenance he did this winter. Many residents expressed their 
appreciation to City Staff for Jason’s dedicated efforts at the rink and warming house in addition to snow plowing our City 
streets, managing the construction of a new water treatment plant, and everything else he does daily for this community. 
It’s truly amazing what he accomplishes as a one-man public works department.  
 
Special thanks to Kate Emmel and Brittany Oppen of the Civic Committee for organizing the annual skating party on 
February 1st. Also, thank you, Tom Emmel and Eric Oppen, for clearing the snow off the ice before the party began!  
As you can see by the big smiles in the photos below, a great time was had by all who attended the event!  

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
http://suburbancorrespondent.blogspot.com/2014/01/must-be-hole-in-my-pocket.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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While door-knocking 
through Mound’s neighbor-
hoods in recent years, Rep. 
Andrew Myers, R-Tonka Bay, 
noticed familiar scenes in res-
ident homes: cases of plastic 
water bottles stacked on top of 
one another, five-gallon Cul-
ligan water jugs in the garage, 
and a clear message.

Some residents refused 
to drink city water, others 
were shy about bathing in it, 
but everyone was concerned 
about their city’s water qual-
ity.

“When we’d knock, that’d be 
a top-three priority,” Myers 
said in a January phone call 
ahead of the session’s Feb. 17 
start date.

Mound citizens were first 
alerted to high levels of man-
ganese in their water in 2021. 
When exposed to excessive 
levels of the chemical, peo-
ple, especially infants and the 
elderly, may develop neuro-
logical issues. The city sought 
solutions, ultimately pursuing 
a new water treatment plant.

The city in 2023 requested 
$30 million in state funding 
towards that plant, receiv-
ing $10 million. However, the 
project cost climbed to $40 
million in 2025 amid rising 
cost and inflation as Mound 
still seeks state support.

Mound’s infrastructural 
needs may be unique, but it 
joins seven Lake Minneton-
ka-area cities in line for state 
dollars this year. In total, 
these cities are asking the 
state for $95 million.

Meanwhile, Lake Min-
netonka cities have seen prop-
erty values soar over the past 
decade, and with them, prop-
erty taxes.

The region’s wealth is both 
a double-edged sword and, 
according to Myers and other 
local officials, can be an over-
simplified topic at the capitol.

“In our district, we don’t 
qualify for many grants 
because, frankly, we make too 
much money,” said Sen. Ann 
Johnson Stewart, DFL-Min-
netonka.

“Some people at the legis-
lature think that everybody 
who lives out here lives on the 
lake,” said Myers. “But that’s 
not the case.”

A FUNDING PROBLEM
There isn’t enough available 

money to update the region’s 
aging infrastructure, let alone 
the state’s. Or rather, there 
isn’t enough money allocated 
to solve this issue.

Funding for these types of 
projects most typically flows 
in through the Public Facili-
ties Authority, where money 
is routed to cities through two 
main grants based on need, 
like community affordability 
and readiness.

the PFA’s two main grants, the 
Water Infrastructure Fund, 
projects must be included on 
the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency’s Project Priority 
List.

For 2026, the Governor’s 
office proposed $106 million 
for PFA. Meanwhile, 1,199 
projects totalling $3.63 billion 
are listed on the MPCA’s pri-
ority list. The 31 highest pri-
ority projects are worth $103 
million.

Many Lake Minnetonka cit-
ies, and their residents in par-
ticular, are likely to have to 
shoulder the financial burden 
alone.

“For most of my [district] 
cities, they’ve really stepped 
up and invested in their infra-
structure to take care of what 
they need to,” said Myers. “It’s 
gotten to the point where the 
residents are to the point that 
they’re financially tapped out 
and looking for a partner-
ship and investment from the 
state.”

Some, like the 228-house-
hold Minnetonka Beach, 
are facing a financial wall. 

Last fall, city leaders vied for 
another $9.5 million to fund 
two miles of aging water-
mains, sewers, and lift sta-
tions. Without state support, 
city staff say they must delay 
projects like these until exist-
ing bonds mature.

Since 2020, the city has 
issued $17.9 million in 
bonds to fund a new water 
tower, treatment plant, and 
two wells– all were aging or 
exceeded their useful life.

Starting this year, residents 
will pay, on average, $6,000 
annually through water usage 
rates, annual water fees, and 
increased tax levies while 
residents pay off bonds– up 
from about $600 in 2019.

The city’s median home 
value climbed to $2.2 mil-
lion in 2025, though city staff 
estimate 20% of its residents 
are near retirement, retired, 
or on a fixed income.

Mound’s treatment plant 
project sits 361st on that list 
this year (of 1,199), so it’s no 
guarantee to secure a state 
bid when other cities are 
dealing with PFAS or radium, 
or are in worse financial situ-
ations.

Sometimes, cities may be 
pushed down the list in favor 
of other, smaller cities with 
limited tax bases.

INFRASTRUC TURE DE VELOPMENT
“When we design a water 

system, we design it to last 
50 years,” Johnson Stewart, a 
civil engineer by trade, said 
broadly. “Every 50 years, we 
consider the new needs.”

After that time, cities con-
sider their needs, and “the 
assumption is you’re going 
to have enough money to 
update and redo your system. 
That’s kind of bad math,” she 
added.

Close to home, Mound’s 
neighbor, Minnetrista, needs 
a new treatment plant to meet 
growing community need.

The city has been and proj-
ects to be a haven of develop-
ment, and is eying residential 
expansion to its northwest. 
The Metropolitan Council, 
the metro area’s guiding voice 
in community development, 
expects the city to add over 
4,000 residents by 2050 as the 
state faces a significant hous-
ing shortage.

But in recent years, the city 
has had to rely on an iron and 
m a n g a n e s e - c o n c e n t r a t e d 
well to meet peak summer 
demand. The city is pursu-
ing a $20 million treatment 
plant, hoping to receive state 
support.

Though Minnetonka 
Beach is unfit to add more 
housing, Mayor Joe Pagano 
said in a letter to residents 
last February that his city’s 
“present situation would be 
much different had the City 
started building reserves 20 
years ago for future infra-
structure replacement, and 
if the City had been awarded 
state funding over the last 
five years.”

Minnetonka Beach is not 
alone. Cities throughout 
the region and metro area 
have made minor upgrades 
or managed aging systems. 
Many underdo regular lift 
station rehabilitations. Still, 
some may fall short when it’s 
time to overhaul the city’s 
water infrastructure.

“We don’t have enough 
money to update all of the 
drinking water and sewer 
infrastructure in our state,” 
said Johnson Stewart. “This 
is not just a national prob-
lem, it’s an international 
problem.”

Area water infrastructure projects run into funding obstacles

Minnetonka Beach Mayor Joe Pagano makes a pitch for state funding 
to address water infrastructure in his city to state lawmakers in Novem-
ber. (Submitted photo)

Reprinted with permission from the Laker Pioneer. To read more or subscribe, visit lakerpioneer.com



​Kick off spring, meet your​

​neighbors, and keep our beach safe​

​and beautiful!​

​Join Junior Civic Leaders, Park​

​Commissioners, and members of City​

​Council for a fun morning — great for​

​families and friends of ALL ages!​

​⭐ Rakes, tarps, waste bags provided​

​⭐ No commitment — drop in anytime between 10–12!​

​⭐ Volunteer certificates available upon request​

​⭐ Enjoy doughnuts & refreshments courtesy of Lunds & Byerlys (Navarre)​

​Questions? We’d love to help — contact one of our amazing Junior Civic Leaders​

​Bennett Halverson​​|​​(612) 430-4713 &​​Mary​​Jane Whitaker​​| (612)​​368-6071​
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St. Martin’s Church 12th Annual  
Drive Thru Lenten Food Drive 
Saturday, March 28th 10 am - Noon 

 

 

 

 

 

Cereal       Body Lotion    
Chili/Hearty Soups      Body Wash 
Chili Beans      Paper Towels 
Spam Jelly      Toilet Paper 
Ground Coffee      Deodorant 
Nuts/Trail Mix     Size 5-6 Diapers 
Breakfast NutriGrain-type Bars    Size 4T-5T Pull Ups 
Snack Crackers/Pretzels     Glass Cleaner 
Enchilada Sauce     Bleach 
Salsa       Floor Cleaner 
Canned Mushrooms & Artichokes   Facial Tissue 
Sugar /Oil/Flour      All Purpose Cleaner 

Gluten Free Items     Thank you for your generosity! 
                   Call 952-471-8429 with questions 

Please drop off items in our parking lot 
and help fill our trailer! 

We are hoping to collect at least 2000 pounds 
of   food and items for our service partners 
WeCAN and the Westonka Food Shelf. Here 
are some of the items our partners need most: 

 

Republic Services Yard Waste  

Cart Program 

 

                                                                          
Republic Services offers a residential Yard Waste cart service for weekly curbside collection on your Friday trash 
pickup day from mid-April through Thanksgiving weekend. (exact dates to be announced).  
 

To subscribe to this optional service, call Republic Services at 763-972-3335. You will prepay the $114.75 seasonal 
fee as they set up your account. One 95 gallon, blue with a brown lid Yard Waste cart will be delivered to your 
home. You can place plant waste, grass clippings, small branches, leaves, etc. in the cart. If you have extra filled 
compostable bags or a bundle of brush max 2” in diameter – 4 feet long, they can be bundled and collected on the 
side of your cart. There is a 5 bag/bundle limit on the extras on the side of the cart. The best part is that as a 
subscriber you do not need to call Republic to have your yard waste cart emptied – the truck comes by every 
Friday during the season. 
 

An on-call service option for yard waste collection is also available for those who do not utilize the cart program. 
To request this service call 763-972-3335 to schedule a pickup at least 2 days prior to the desired Friday collection 
day. There is a nominal fee per compostable bag and prepayment is required.   
 
 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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BEACHCOMBER 
City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach 

P.O. Box 146 
Minnetonka Beach, MN  55361 

 

If you are considering a tree removal, contact City Hall at 
952-471-8878. With the City’s Tree Protection Ordinance is a
permitting process for residents to follow for requested tree

removals. Also, tree contractors must be licensed by the City of 
Minnetonka Beach and can easily do so at City Hall. 

to do tree removal and trimming work at your home.

TREE REMOVAL REMINDERS 

Historic Lake 

Minnetonka Book 

Discover the fascinating history of 
Lake Minnetonka with this unique 

collection of facts and stories.  

Written by resident Nancy 
Steinke and former resident 

Stephanie Larsen, this beautifully 
designed book offers a bay-by-

bay guide exploring grand hotels, 
steamboats, and early  

luxurious estates. 
Makes a great keepsake 

or gift idea! 
Available at City Hall for $25 

(cash or check) 

http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
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