BEACHCOMBER

FEBRUARY 2025

CIVIC COMMITTEE UPDATE Important Dates

SAVE THE DATES! o & Meetings
202 5 UPCOM'N G RESIDENT EVENTS Trash pickup is every Friday unless noted. Please

have carts out by 6:30 am. Meetings are held at City
Hall unless otherwise noted.

Tuesday, March 4
Park Commission meeting 5:30 pm

April 26 — Resident/Junior Civic/Parks
Spring Cleanup at Swim Beach Park

May 3 - Progressive Dinner Monday, March 10
City Council/Assessor meeting 5 pm followed by

June - August — Summer Fundays (Thursdays) Council meeting with Tax Abatement Public
Hearing Continuation
Tuesday, March 11
Tree Protection Ordinance
Workgroup Meeting 5 pm

July 13 or 20 (TBD) — Summer Picnic
August 5 — National Night Out

Thank you to the Civic Committee for their hard work, Wednesday, March 12
dedication, and creativity with the many events they coordinate Civic Committee meeting at 7 pm
and host for residents throughout the year.

Friday, March 14
These events are what make Minnetonka Beach Trash and Recycling pickup

such a unique community! Monday, March 17

Planning Commission meeting CANCELLED
Community financial support and volunteerism are what make

these events happen. Watch for a request for your annual Civic ) Tuesday, March 2.5
Committee Membership dues later this year. Finance Committee meeting 5 pm

Friday, March 28

Thanks to Civic, there is also a great selection of Minnetonka ) .
Trash and Recycling pickup

Beach merchandise available for purchase at City Hall.

Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Meeting Monday, April 21, 2025
at 6:00 pm - City Hall

At the Local Board of Appeal, also known as the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting, residents can appeal their
2025 property tax valuation and property classification for taxes payable in 2026. According to Minnesota Statute, the Board
of Appeal’s job is to “determine whether the taxable property in the town or city has been properly placed on the list and
properly valued by the assessor”.

The burden of proof rests with the property owner who must present factual evidence to disprove the assessor’s valuation
or classification of the property. If you wish to appeal your property value or classification, the first step is to contact City
Assessor Mike Smerdon at 952-596-1362, or Michael.smerdon@hennepin.us now to allow for adequate research time.
Submissions to the County will be accepted now through April 21st. You may still appeal to the Board at the April 21st
meeting.

Hennepin County has a variety of fact sheets and also produced an informative video called “Understanding Your Property
Tax”. To view it and find more information visit: https://www.hennepin.us/residents/property/property-taxes

Additional information on the Local Board of Appeal and property taxes can also be found on the City website: https://www.ci.minnetonka-
beach.mn.us/residentinformation#0542CD76-6B9B-44A0-B61C-BA262C1D5FAE

www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us - 952-471-8878
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MINNETONKA BEACH
City Hall News

February 2025

YOUR ELECTED
OFFICIALS:

welcome to

Fimmetonka A Mayor — Joe Pagano

Bsutﬁ

Council Members:
Chris Dovolis, Jennifer Halverson,
Jason Mohr and Bill Whitely

Treasurer — Chris Zinn

Council Meeting Actions & Highlights - February 10, 2025 City Council Meeting
Special City Council Meeting 5 pm
Held a closed session for an attorney-client privileged discussion of litigation strategy in the matter of Birkholz
et al v. Rednasor LLC v. Minnetonka Beach et al.

Regular City Council Meeting 6 pm
Received the City’s Annual Financial Audit Report for Year End 2024
Received Civic Committee Annual Report
Approved Municipal Builders Inc Pay Request #7 in the Amount of $107,520.52
Held Public Hearing for Tax Abatement Bond for Water Treatment Plant and wells. Continued Public Hearing
to March 10, 2025 City Council meeting.
Adopted Resolution 2025-08 Awarding of Bid for New Wells No. 3 and No. 4 to Traut Companies
Adopted Resolution 2025-09 In Support of Proposed Capital Projects to Replace Existing Aging Infrastructure
Including Water Mains and Sewer to Serve the Residents of the City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach
Approved Special Event Permit with conditions for the Tour de Tonka Bike Ride August 2, 2025
Adopted Resolution 2025 - 10 Approving the renewal of the Sunday On-Sale and Liquor License for the

Lafayette Club
City Council Minutes are posted to the City website after approval at the following Council meeting. To contact the City via
email, send emails to: info@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us

CITY HALL SERVICES

CITY HALL HOURS
Notary Public: Heidi Honey, City Administrator, Jane Burgess,

City Clerk, and Fawn Gage, Utility Billing/Postal Clerk, Admin
Asst. are commissioned notaries. There is no fee for this service.

8 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.
Monday through Thursday

City Drop Box: There is a drop box for utility bill payments, Civic Closed from Noon - 1 for Lunch
Committee dues, and correspondence for City offices. The drop

box is located in the Post Office (rear door) to the left of the post 8 A.M. TO NOON

office boxes. Friday

Post Office: Here to meet most postal needs. There are no
waiting lines at this post office!!
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Elected Official News from

January 13, 2025

Mayor Pagano presented
Breazeale with a Certificate of

At the January 13, 2025 City Council Appreciation for the six years she Two-te'rm CitV'COUf\C” member and
meeting, re-elected Mayor Joe served as a City Council member. exceptional Minnetonka Beach
Pagano takes his Oath of Office as he The time, talent, and energy she Villager Tracey Breazeale was

is sworn in to his second term as gave to the City of Minnetonka honored for her service by the City
Mayor of Minnetonka Beach. Beach is truly appreciated. Council and staff.

Re-elected City Council Member Elected to the City Council, Bill Chris Zinn was re-elected to his
Jason Mohr takes his Oath of Whitely filled Tracey Breazeale’s 4t two-year term as City
Office as he was sworn in to his vacant seat. He took his Oath of Treasurer. He took his Oath of
second term at the City Council Office as he was sworn in at the Office and was sworn in at the
meeting. City Council meeting. City Council meeting.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Planning Commission has an opening for a new member

The Planning Commission serves as an advisory board to the City Council on Land Use, Planning and Zoning issues, Capital
Improvement Planning, and the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The commission generally meets on the 4" Monday of every
month at 7:00 pm at City Hall.

If you are interested in serving the City on this important commission, please send an email stating your interest and
qualifications by December 2, 2024 to City Administrator Heidi Honey at: city-admin@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us. If you
have questions, please call Heidi at 952-471-8878. Thank you for considering joining this important City commission!



http://www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us/
mailto:city-admin@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us.

MAYOR’S CORNER

FEBRUARY 2025

Hello Residents,

For decades, Minnetonka Beach, like other Lake Minnetonka cities, chose to keep City fees and property taxes
low for residents over building reserves for future City infrastructure replacement projects.

In 2020, our City realized that replacing aged infrastructure including watermains (30,000 feet of them originally
installed in the 1930’s), the water tower constructed in 1928, and water treatment plant (constructed in 1958)
was needed in order to continue meeting the requirements for providing clean and safe water to residents. Five
years ago, every one of those utilities was well past the expected service life. In 2023, treatment for PFAS
(Forever Chemicals) became a necessary addition to the new water treatment plant. When construction was
underway for the new plant in 2024, the City learned that upon inspection, two new wells are required, replacing
the two existing wells constructed in 1958 and out of MN Department of Health compliance standards for
continued long-term use.

The costs for these infrastructure projects are staggering for our community of only 228 homes. Between 2020
and 2025, the City of Minnetonka Beach will have issued $17.9 million in Municipal Bonds to fund these projects.
These bonds come with an associated annual debt service for the City of $1.3 million, which is funded today by
water usage fees, a Water Treatment Plant fee collected on residents’ quarterly utility bills, and resident property
tax levy.

Our present situation would be much different had the City started building reserves 20 years ago for future
infrastructure replacement, and if state funding had been awarded over the last five years. However, as we must
focus on the current state of the City today, we are faced with no choice but to implement the fully vetted
recommendations presented by our various financial, engineering, public works, committee, and commission
experts and approved by the City Council in December of 2024.

Although revenues from water usage and the Water Treatment Plant fee kept up with debt service and existing
plant operational costs through 2024, that is no longer the case for 2025. Accordingly, residents using the City
average of 120,000 gallons of Minnetonka Beach water annually, will pay approximately $1400 per year more for
water usage and Water Treatment Plant fees over four quarters of utility billing. The usage rate for those homes
using Minnetonka Beach water increased January 1% to $13.40 per thousand gallons. The Water Treatment Plant
Fee (assessed only to those homes using Minnetonka Beach water) increased to $335 per quarter this year. The
19 homes supplied water by Orono are subject to Orono’s water-related rates and fees.

Another component of increased infrastructure project funding will affect resident property taxes. A home with a
Hennepin County valuation of $2 million, will see an increase of approximately $1800 in annual property tax
billings beginning in 2026. Please see the chart on the adjacent page showing the approximate property tax
impact for homes valued between $1 million - $10 million. The increase in both water-related utility billing and
property taxes will be in place for the next 23 years. Water usage rates and tax levies are subject to change.

As the impact of the replacement of the City’s water delivery system has warranted frequent resident
communication, you will receive important and pertinent messaging in the future.

Respectfully,
Joe Pagano

This messaging was also mailed to residents on February 19, 2025
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Approximate Property Tax Impact to Minnetonka Beach Resident Homes With A

Hennepin County Valuation of $1 million - $10 million Beginning in 2026.

City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach, Minnesota

Estimated Series 2025A Bond Property Tax Impacts

February 4, 2025
divided by: equals:
Estimated City Net New Debt
MNew DebtLevy | TaxCapacity | TaxCapRate |MinnetonkaBeach Estimated Tax Levy by
615,000 6,889,368 8.93%|Home Valuation for Water Treatment Plant 2/19/2025
less: equals: times: equals: times: equals:

Estimated Market Value Taxable Classification Net Tax New Debt Estimated

Market Value Exclusion Market Value Rate Capacity Tax Cap Rate TaxImpact
1,000,000 - 1,000,000 1.00% 10,000 8.93% 893
2,000,000 - 2,000,000 1.00% 20,000 8.93% 1,785
3,000,000 - 3,000,000 1.00% 30,000 8.93% 2,678
4,000,000 - 4,000,000 1.00% 40,000 8.93% 3,571
5,000,000 - 5,000,000 1.00% 50,000 8.93% 4,463
6,000,000 - 6,000,000 1.00% 60,000 8.93% 5,356
7,000,000 - 7,000,000 1.00% 70,000 8.93% 6,249
8,000,000 - 8,000,000 1.00% 80,000 8.93% 7,141
9,000,000 - 9,000,000 1.00% 90,000 8.93% 8,034
10,000,000 - 10,000,000 1.00% 100,000 8.93% 8,927

Highlighted line above is an example for $2 million value home.

(I-r) Council Members Bill Whitely, Chris Dovolis, Mayor Joe Pagano, Council Members Jennifer
Halverson, Jason Mohr, and City Treasurer Chris Zinn gathered for a photo at the January 13 City
Council meeting to kick-off the New Year. Together, they are an experienced and dedicated team
who look forward to serving the residents of Minnetonka Beach.
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On January 19th, Minnetonka Beach Resident Peggy
LePan celebrated her 99th Birthday. Neighbors, past
Minnetonka Beach friends, and St. Paul friends all
celebrated at Peggy’s home complete with her
favorites including smoked salmon, shrimp cocktail,
Reuben dip, cheese and crackers, Birthday cupcakes,
and of course, champagne. When Peggy was 21, she
moved from England to Minnesota, and she came to
the Beach 55 years ago as a new bride to her

husband, Harry. In traditional British style,
Peggy is very excited to celebrate her 100th
Birthday at Lord Fletcher’s next year.

Sawve the Lake

Tips for Protecting the Lake from the
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District

Clean up after your pet:

It may seem easier to be a dog owner in the winter — when
Fido does his business in the yard, the results seem to
disappear in a pile of snow. But that pet waste doesn’t go
away. Now that the snow is melted, it’s time to pick up that
puppy poop before it harms nearby water resources.

When it rains, stormwater picks up pet waste and other
pollutants and carries them into the nearest storm drain,
which discharges directly into a lake, stream or other water
resource. Once there, the waste breaks down and adds excess
nutrients to the water, creating algae and plant overgrowth
and altering the water body’s natural ecosystem. To avoid
this, bag the pet waste and throw it in the trash. And while it’s
best to pick up after your pet immediately, it’s never too late
to remove the waste before it’s washed downstream by the
rain.

Harvest and reuse rainwater:

Stormwater is usually viewed as a burden, but is also can be a
great resource. The pollutants found in stormwater,
phosphorus and nitrogen, are the same chemicals that grass,
plants and trees need to thrive. By using stormwater instead
of drinking water for tasks like watering the lawn, we can
conserve resources and reduce the amount of polluted
stormwater that enters our lakes, rivers and streams. Rain
barrels are an easy way to collect and use rainwater for your
yard and landscape plants.

"ATTENTION ALL VILLAGERS!

Park Commission has an immediate need for a volunteer
commissioner in Minnetonka Beach. Please consider
joining this dynamic team who truly make a difference
enhancing and beautifying our community. If you are
new to The Beach, this would be a great way to get to
know these awesome resident volunteer commissioners
while serving our unique lake community!

The Park Commission meets generally the first Tuesday of
a meeting month, seven times each year. Most Park
Commission projects can be completed on your own

schedule.

If interested, please call City Hall at 952-471-8878, or
email city-admin@ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us. Park
Commissioners are available to meet in person, or by
phone, to answer any questions you may have. The next
Park Commission meeting is 3/4/25, at 5:30 pm at City
Hall, if you’d like to attend to observe.

Knowledge of horticulture not necessary — just a genuine
interest in protecting, maintaining, and
improving the City’s Park System
while making it most enjoyable.
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Residents Glide Into Skating Party Fun February 2nd

A great time was had by the 40+ residents who joined the fun at this year’s Civic Committee organized skating party.
Public Works Superintendent Jason Hilgers provided top-shelf ice at the Ray Peters Park rink, and the hot chocolate
bar created by party organizers Kate Emmel and Jackie Parr was a big hit!
As you can see by the smiles below, the community
truly appreciates all your hard work for this fun event!
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CIVIC’S NEW HATS AVAILABLE

A recent addition to the new Civic Committee
Minnetonka Beach merchandise collection are these cute
“the BEACH” hats available for purchase at City Hall. They

come in navy, white, black and pink is coming soon. $30
each, cash or check payable to the Civic Committee.
Thank you, Amber Arnold, for these awesome hats!
Stop by City Hall to see the entire collection of
Minnetonka Beach glassware, entertaining accessories,
Lake Minnetonka throw blanket, and much more!

If you are considering a tree removal, contact City Hall at
952-471-8878. With the City’s Tree Protection Ordinance is a
permitting process to follow for requested tree removals. Also, tree
contractors must be licensed by the City of Minnetonka Beach
to do tree removal and trimming work at your home.

~ IR~ BEACHCOMBER
Mﬁ;@NEFN]‘\ City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach
u VB"EA@H ® P.O. Box 146

Minnetonka Beach, MN 55361

www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us - 952-471-8878
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