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Matt Sundell Important Dates  
& Meetings 

Trash pickup is every Friday unless noted. Please 
have carts out by 6:30 am. Meetings are held at 
City Hall unless otherwise noted. 
 

Week of Monday, April 1 
City Brush pickup program begins  

 

Tuesday, April 2 
Park Commission meeting  

5:30 pm at City Hall 
 

Friday, April 5 
Trash and Yard Waste cart pickup  

 

Monday, April 8 
City Council meeting 

6 pm at City Hall 
 

Wednesday, April 10 
Civic Committee meeting 
7 pm at Pinto Residence 

 

Friday, April 12 
Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste cart pickup  

 

Saturday, April 14 
Long Lake Fire Dept Pancake & French 

Toast Breakfast 8am-1pm 
 

Monday, April 15 
Local Board of Appeal & Equalization 

meeting 6 pm at City Hall 
 

Friday, April 19 
Trash and Yard Waste cart pickup 

 

TUESDAY, April 23 
Planning Commission meeting  

with a Public Hearing 7 pm City Hall 
 

Friday, April 26 
Trash, Recycling & Yard Waste cart pickup 

 

Saturday, April 27 
City of Orono Spring Cleanup Day 

Orono Public Works 8am-2pm 
 
 

 
 
 

Watch Mayor Joe Pagano Deliver His  
2024 State of the City Address 

 “Minnetonka Beach, A Great Place To Live” 

  
 
 
 
 
 

In this presentation Pagano shares City objectives  
and challenges, project updates,  

volunteer appreciation, along with the  
vital role character plays in our Village. 

 To view this LMCC produced video:  
click here or visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnxpZAbzGho 
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Local Board of Appeal Meeting 
Monday, April 15, 2024  

 6:00 pm - City Hall 
 

At the Local Board of Appeal, also known as the Local Board of Appeal 
and Equalization meeting, residents can appeal their 2024 property tax 
valuation and property classification for taxes payable in 2025. 
According to Minnesota Statute, the Board of Appeal’s job is to 
“determine whether the taxable property in the town or city has been 
properly placed on the list and properly valued by the assessor”.  
 

The burden of proof rests with the property owner who must present 
factual evidence to disprove the assessor’s valuation or classification of 
the property. If you wish to appeal your property value or classification, 
the first step is to contact City Assessor Mike Smerdon at 952-249-
4641, or Michael.smerdon@hennepin.us now to allow for adequate 
research time. Submissions to the County will be accepted now through 
April 15th. You may still appeal to the Board at the April 15th meeting. 
Hennepin County has a variety of fact sheets and also produced an 
informative video called “Understanding Your Property Tax”.  To view it 
and find more information visit: 
https://www.hennepin.us/residents/property/property-taxes  
 

Additional information on the Local Board of Appeal and property taxes can also 
be found on the city website: https://www.ci.minnetonka-
beach.mn.us/residentinformation#0542CD76-6B9B-44A0-B61C-BA262C1D5FAE 
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Council Meeting Actions & Highlights February 12, 2024, City Council Meeting 
• Approved Planning Commissioner’s Zoning Code amendments for submission to the DNR and Public Hearing. 

• Adopted Ord. No. 146, 2nd Series Rescinding City Code Section 512(6)(b) regarding MN building Code Optional Chapters. 

• Received the City’s annual Financial Audit Report for year end 2023 

• Received Park Commission and Civic Committee annual reports 

• Approved Amending the Rules of Procedure for the Dock Committee 

• Adopted Resolution 2024 – 10 Accepting One-Time Safety Aid and Approval of Usage of Funds 

• Adopted Resolution 2024 – 11 Approving Lafayette Club and Sunday On-Sale Liquor License for Lafayette Club 

• Adopted Resolution 2024 – 12 Approving Appointment of John Whitaker to the Dock Committee 

March 11, 2024, Assessor Pre-Board & City Council Meeting 
• Hennepin County Assessor Mike Smerdon presented pre-Board of Appeal information to City Council for the 4/15/24 meeting 

• Adopted Resolution 2024-13 Approving the Front Yard Setback Variance Request at 3 Crescent Street  

• Preliminary Approval of the Planning Commission’s Shoreland Rules and Code Compliance Amendments – Table 3.2.1. and 
submission to the DNR for approval. 

• Adopted Ord. No. 149, 2nd Series Final Approval of the Amending of City Code Appendix A – Zoning ordinance, Section 3.4.4.J. 
Conditional Use Amendments 

• Approved Stantec proposal for updating the quote package for the Northview Rd. West Wall replacement project 

• Adopted Resolution 2024 – 14 2024 City Dock Applications and Resolution 2024 – 15 2024 City Dock Slip Variances 

• Adopted Ord. No. 148, 2nd Series – Repealing and Replacing City Code Appendix A – Zoning and Resolution 2024-16 – 
Authorizing Summary Publication of Ord. No. 148, 2nd Series 

•  

 

 

   

CITY HALL HOURS 
 

 

8 A.M. T0 4:30 P.M. 

Monday through Thursday 
Closed from Noon – 1 for Lunch 

 
8 A.M. TO NOON 

Friday 
 

CITY HALL SERVICES 
 

• Notary Public:  Heidi Honey, City Administrator, Jane Burgess, City 

Clerk, and Fawn Gage, Utility Billing/Postal Clerk, Admin Asst. are 

commissioned notaries.  There is no fee for this service. 

 

• City Drop Box:  There is a drop box for utility bill payments, Civic 

Committee dues, and correspondence for City offices. The drop box is 

located in the Post Office (rear door) to the left of the post office boxes. 

 

• Post Office: Here to meet most postal needs with cash or check.  There 

are no waiting lines at this post office!!  

YOUR ELECTED 

OFFICIALS: 

Mayor – Joe Pagano 

Council Members: 

Tracey Breazeale, Chris Dovolis, 

Jennifer Halverson, and Jason Mohr 

Treasurer: Chris Zinn 

 

Get the latest City information, breaking news, and updates weekly via SPLASH! email! 
Sign up online: www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us. Click on “CONNECT” and follow the prompts. It only takes a few minutes 
to complete. Then you will confirm your request via an email sent to you and that’s it! City Weekly SPLASH! eblasts are the 
best way to stay tuned in to events in the city, meeting information, agendas & packets, public works issues and more! 
 

Snowdrop: a hardy early bloomer giving us 
hope for spring in Minnetonka Beach.  
Photo courtesy of Resident Curt Holt 
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Hello Neighbors, 

State of the City Address 
The 2024 Mayor’s State of the City Address was delivered during the February 12th City Council meeting. The theme, 

“Minnetonka Beach, A Great Place to Live”, was inspired by City Treasurer Chris Zinn.   Slides used in the presentation 

are included in the February City Council meeting packet, which is on the City’s website. The Lake Minnetonka 

Communication Commission (LMCC) recorded the presentation and edited the 15-minute address. The video is posted 

on the City’s and the LMCC’s websites and can be viewed at: https://youtu.be/BnxpZAbzGho or at: 

www.ci.minnetonka-beach.mn.us – video link on City website homepage.  

 

The address provides high level views of: 

• The Unique Character Traits of Minnetonka Beach 

• The City’s Organizational Network and Operating Models 

• City Staff’s Contributions 

• Water Treatment Plant Replacement 

• Challenge of Funding the Water Treatment Plant Replacement 

• City 2023 Financial Audit 

• Perfect Tax Storm Facing Lake Minnetonka Communities 

• 2024 Objectives for the City 
 

Minnetonka Beach Awarded Funding 
After several attempts at state and federal funding for infrastructure projects, Minnetonka Beach was included in the 
fiscal 2024 Congressionally Directed Spending appropriations bill. The City was awarded $959,752 devoted to the 
removal of PFAS (forever chemicals in water), an emerging health concern. This funding will help our City to provide 
clean, safe water to our 540 residents for decades to come. Final approval will occur only after all stipulations are 
understood and agreed to. Special thanks to Congressman Dean Phillips, Senator Amy Klobuchar, and Senator Tina Smith 
and their staff for their work and advocacy in securing this funding for Minnetonka Beach. 
 
Give Composting a Try 
The 4th Quarter 2023 Utility Bill you received early January included a flyer on the Minnetonka Beach Organics Recycling 
program provided by Republic Services.  Jeri and I gave it a try, bringing our food scraps in a compostable bag to the 
City’s Organics Recycling container located by Public Works. Not only do we feel we are helping the environment, we 
also are experiencing several unexpected benefits: 
 

• Purchasing less at grocery stores at each visit 

• Preparing smaller portions and meal planning 

• Actually eating leftovers in the refrigerator 

• Greatly reducing the amount of our weekly trash; solution for recycling pizza boxes 

• Knowing that rich compost is made from food organics recycling, a free program for residents 

 
Please give Fawn Gage a call at City Hall at 952-471-8878 to hear more about this great program and sign up.  15+ 
families in our community are committed to the program so far, and our container is accessible for residents anytime 
using a code City Staff can provide.  

 

Mayor Joe 

Mayor’s Corner 
February/March 2024 

 
             

 

 
November 2021 
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Living With Wildlife - Urban Coyotes 
 

Coyotes are wild members of the dog family, intermediate in size between 
red foxes and wolves. In Minnesota, coyotes average 30 lbs., and stand about 
18" high at the shoulders. However, they may appear much larger due to their 
heavy fur coat, especially in winter. They are gray/brown in color, and 
somewhat resemble a small German Shepherd dog in appearance. Coyotes in 
Minnesota are loners, except when families are raising pups. Their primary 
foods are rabbits and mice, but they are very opportunistic, and will feed on 
other small mammals, deer, birds, carrion, and even melons. 

Although coyotes can be found anywhere in Minnesota, distribution and 
population size is variable. Currently, populations are establishing and increasing in the Twin Cities metro area. 

Most coyotes avoid people and domestic animals, but occasionally they will kill sheep, turkeys, and calves. They 
may also raid garbage cans, and kill domestic cats and small dogs. While healthy wild coyotes avoid people, 
incidents have been reported in Minnesota and other states. Experts believe these incidents are more likely after a 
coyote has become accustomed to humans, or after being fed by humans. 

If you are concerned about the presence of coyotes where you live, consider the following do's and don'ts:  
 
DO:  
• secure all garbage containers, wildlife feeders, and other food sources to prevent coyote access 

• confine small dogs and cats in kennels, or supervise them when outside 
• vaccinate all pets for rabies, distemper, parvo, & other diseases, as recommended by a veterinarian 
• consider installing coyote-proof fencing 
• harass (by chasing, shouting, etc.) any coyotes that do not immediately run from people 

 
DON'T: 
• do not feed coyotes 
• do not leave pet food outside 
• do not allow cats and small dogs outside, unattended 

 
These simple suggestions should prevent most coyote problems. However, if depredation occurs or aggressive 
coyote behavior is observed, removal of the coyotes may be necessary. Coyotes are unprotected in Minnesota, and 
may be taken at any time by shooting or trapping. 
 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources does not trap, shoot, or relocate coyotes. Where necessary, 
removal of coyotes is the responsibility of the landowner or tenant. For information on pest control contractors or 
trapping techniques for coyote removal, contact your local DNR Wildlife office or Conservation Officer. In cities 
with ordinances prohibiting the use of certain traps and/or firearms, you may need a city permit, or assistance 
from the city animal control agency. 

Questions? Call the DNR at 651-296-6157 or 888-646-6367 or email: info@dnr@state.mn.us 
 

This document above was created by the Department of Natural Resources 
 

The City of Minnetonka Beach continues to monitor the local coyote population.  Sightings have been reported throughout 
Minnetonka Beach over the past six months.  City officials have discussed the matter with the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, Three Rivers Park District, and Orono Police Department.  As a policy, these entities do not manage or interfere with 
coyotes.  Minnetonka Beach, likewise, has no intention of taking any action to trap, remove, or otherwise relocate the coyote 
population at this time.  Please remain vigilant and report any extraordinary behavior. 

http://www.ci.minntonka-beach.mn.us/
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Record Warm Temps Didn’t Melt the Fun at the Skating Party 

Although the Civic Committee members planning the annual skating party were not sure if they would be hosting 
skaters, a tough mudder, or cancelling the event, Jason in Public Works said, “GAME ON for February 4th! He worked 
his magic keeping the ice in good shape for the party despite the 50° temp. 11+ families had a great time and 
consumed large amounts of hot chocolate and snacks.   

Thank you to Civic members who planned this special event especially Kate Emmel and Marnie Johnson. 

The community truly appreciates all your hard work every year with this fun event! 

Minnetonka 
Beach 

Civic Committee 
Skating Party 

February 4, 2024 

Invitation From The 
Minnetonka Beach 

The Minnetonka Beach Bible Study group will 
begin a new series studying the Holy Spirit. 
They will meet every other Monday beginning 
4/8, from 1:30 – 3:00 pm, at Calvary Memorial 
Church at 2420 Dunwoody Ave. in Navarre 
(across from the Hope Chest). This is a great 
opportunity to get to know your neighbors. 
Contact Lori Dovolis at 612-741-9100, or 
Dawn Ahlm at 612-532-1854, by phone or 
text, if you want more information.  
Study Guides are available for $7.00 as well.  

They hope to see you there! 

City Dock Slip Program 
For the first time in 13 years, the City raised fees for the 
rental of City Dock Slips. There are two main reasons for 
this increase. One is to help cover the cost of shoreline 
rip rap projects at various City Dock locations. This year, 
the Crystal Bay shoreline rip rap project will take place 
at City Dock Slip locations 2, 3 and 5-7 to address the 
significant shoreline erosion problems there. There will 
also be future safety and restoration projects for the 
City Dock program. 

Costs to administer the extensive City Dock program 
have increased as well. With nearly 80 slips in use, a 
great deal of staff time is spent maintaining the program 
and long waiting lists at nearly all locations. The 
program is explained to new residents, realtors, and 
potential home buyers.  
There are three fee groups: $372, $558, and $744 for the 
season depending on the slip size. Residents provide 
their own dock, lift, in/out etc. If you have questions 
about the program, call City Hall at 952-471-8878.  

City of Minnetonka Beach 2024 Animal License tags are available at City Hall for $5 & $10. Bring application/Rabies 
Certificate. Parking Permits are also at City Hall for residents at no charge. Bring License plate #. Permits required in City 
parks.

http://www.ci.minntonka-beach.mn.us/
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BEACHCOMBER 
City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach 
P.O. Box 146 
Minnetonka Beach, MN  55361 
 

 

Beach Happenings 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS HELD AT CITY HALL: 

April 30, 2024: Hennepin County Commissioner District 6 Special Election Primary – the vacancy 
and these elections are the result of the resignation of Commissioner Chris LaTondresse. 

• Absentee Voting Opens Friday, April 12 
• Saturday Voting Hours April 27 from 9 am - 3 pm 
• Extended Voting Hours Monday, April 29 from 8 am - 5 pm 

 

May 14, 2024: Hennepin County Commissioner District 6 Special Election 
• Absentee Voting Opens Monday, May 6 
• Saturday Voting Hours May 11 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
• Extended Voting Hours Monday, May 13 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

For those who are missing the Minnetonka Beach skatepark, there is an 
indoor, street style skatepark in Mound. Vision Arcade and Skateboard 
Shop opened in 2022 and recently expanded to include a new 1,800 square 
foot indoor skatepark designed for skateboarders, scooters, roller skaters 
and inline skaters. Located at 5245 Shoreline Drive inside the Stonegate 
Plaza. Their website for hours, rates, charitable fundraising opportunities, 
and other information is VIZIONskatepark.com. 
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