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Monday, January 14, 2019 7:00 PM 
CITY OF MINNETONKA BEACH 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

Roll Call: Mayor Jaci Lindstrom; Council Members: Susan Enlow, Steve Howarth, Andrew Myers and 

Treasurer Chris Zinn. Absent: none 

 

Staff Present: City Administrator Susanne Griffin, City Clerk Heidi Honey, Public Works 

Superintendent Brian Berent, City Engineer Darren Amundsen, and Zoning Administrator Phil Carlson 

 

Guests:  

  

1. Mayor Lindstrom called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  

  

2. Clerk Honey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Recognition of Out-Going Elected Officials: Mike Taylor, Jill Bartel and Paul Kozloski 

Mayor Lindstrom stated that each of these officials deserves admiration and to be honored for their 

service to the City.  Paul Kozloski served two consecutive two-year appointments on Council. He never 

missed a Council or Liaison meeting which shows his unfaltering dedication to the community. Jill 

Bartel served 12 years on Council and she set the standard in what it means to be a leader in service to 

the community. Mayor Mike Taylor served on the Planning Commission, followed by ten years on 

Council, and two years as Mayor. His devotion to and love of community is unsurpassed. She thanked 

all of them for their service. 

 

4. Oath of Office for newly Elected Officials: Council members Susan Enlow and Steve Howarth, 

and Treasurer Chris Zinn 

 

Oaths of Office were administrated to the newly elected officials.  

 

Mayor Lindstrom then gave a short address to Council and reviewed upcoming and proposed projects. 

Her focus as mayor will be on infrastructure and the city’s assets, and developing a 10 to 30 year 

strategic master plan. 

 

5. Approve Agenda for the January 14, 2019 City Council Meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Myers and seconded by Council Member Howarth to 

approve the agenda. With all members voting in favor, the motion carried. 

 

6. Approve Minutes –  

6.1. Regular Meeting of December 13, 2018 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Myers and seconded by Council Member Howarth to 

approve the December 13, 2018 Regular City Council meeting minutes. With all members voting 

in favor, the motion carried. 

 

7. Resolution 2019 – 13 – Appointment of Council Member to Fill Vacant Seat and Oath of Office  
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Tracey Breazeale, Jeff Steinke and Davida Suiter submitted letters of qualification and answers to four 

questions. Their information was in the packet. Each candidate had five minutes to discuss their 

qualifications followed by responding to each council member who was allowed to ask one question per 

candidate. Emails, voice and text messages supporting a candidate were forwarded to council and in the 

packet. Public testimony was given after council questions.   

 

Those who spoke in support of Tracey Breazeale: Joann Anderson (3150 Northview Rd.), Dan Forbes 

(2417 Woodbridge), and Patty Rezabek (2522 Lafayette Rd.). 

 

Those who spoke in support of Davida Suiter: Colby Skelton (2315 Huntington Pt. Rd E.), and Santiago 

Abraham (2637 Arcola Lane). 

 

Council discussed the candidates and agreed that each one is very qualified. They also discussed what 

types of qualifications and attributes are important to each of them. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Howarth to appoint Jeff Steinke to City Council. No 

second. The motion failed.  

 

Myers supports Davida Suiter because she ran for office and received 1/3 of the vote. He thought it is a 

poor message to residents if their voice is not heard. 

  

Enlow supports Tracey Breazeale because she has historical perspective, has been involved with the city 

and has a fresh perspective.  

 

A motion was made by Council Member Enlow to appoint Tracey Breazeale to City Council.  

 

Mayor Lindstrom asked for further discussion. Myers stated that Suiter’s peers gave recommendations 

and residents reached out with support. Howarth stated that Breazeale would be a fine candidate.  

 

Council Member Howarth seconded the motion. Those voting in favor: Council Members Enlow 

and Howarth. Those voting against: Council Member Myers. The motion carried. 

 

8. Police Report 

8.1. Police Report – December 2018 

Sgt. Sonnek reviewed the December police report consisting of eight calls for service. A stolen 

vehicle crashed and ended up in Lafayette Bay on Friday. On Monday, the same person stole a car 

from O’Sullivan’s. They chased him to Hopkins where he was apprehended. Council asked Sgt. 

Sonnek to forward the police department’s annual report so they can see trends of police activity.  

 

9. Open Forum 

No discussion 

 

10. Public Works Superintendent Report – Brian Berent 

10.1. Water Plant Update 

Berent continues to work on the rink and picking up trees. Magney Construction is finishing water 

plant upgrades. After competition, he will schedule an inspection with the MN Dept. of Health. 

 

10.2. Response to Mound Fire Department Calls 
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Mayor Lindstrom explained that the city transferred fire services to Long Lake Fire Department 

from Mound Fire. In the past, Berent responded to Mound fire/emergency calls in and out of 

Minnetonka Beach and used compensatory or vacation time to respond. Council discussed if the 

Outside Employment Policy should be amended to no longer allow Berent to respond to Mound 

fire calls during work hours. Council also discussed that Berent can no longer respond to calls in 

Minnetonka Beach unless he witnesses an event and then his response would be covered under 

Good Samaritan Law.  Berent stated he responded to approximately nine calls in Minnetonka 

Beach and 20 outside of the city in 2018.  

 

A motion was made by Council Member Howarth and seconded by Council Member Enlow to 

allow Public Works Superintendent Berent continue with his volunteer fire duties while on duty 

and that they re-assess in six months to see how much time it has cost the community in lost time 

and interruption in services. Those voting in favor: Council Members Howarth and Enlow. Those 

voting against: Council Member Myers. Abstained: Breazeale. The motion carried. 

 

Myers stated that previously Berent provided a service to the community during working hours that he is 

no longer able to do. Berent was asked to track the following: hours lost, tasks not completed for leaving 

the city and how those tasks were completed afterwards, types of events that he leaves for, and types of 

events he does not leave for. Berent will report back in six months. Enlow suggested an article in the 

Beachcomber letting residents know the city has switched to Long Lake Fire and that Berent can no 

longer provide emergency responses to residents.  

 

11. Public Hearing – Planning and Zoning 

11.1. 2019 Infrastructure Project – City Engineer Darren Amundsen 

11.1.1. Project Update from December 2018 Council meeting 

Amundsen stated that the schedule is a bit behind but locates should be done this week. Design 

work has started and they are on track to do bidding in early April.  

 

11.1.2. Updated Engineering Rate Proposal for 2019 Infrastructure Projects 

In December, Amundsen previously submitted a proposal for engineering fees for the 2019 

Infrastructure projects at 16% of overall construction costs. The new proposal in the packet is 

hourly not to exceed with the assumption of a 14-week construction period. The difference 

between the proposals is within $200. Griffin benchmarked with six other cities and found 16% 

was reasonable. Some cities paid hourly fees. Amundsen explained the engineering process for 

municipal projects. He felt this project in other cities would be closer to 20%. Amundsen will 

add Arcola Lane to the proposal. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Howarth and seconded by Council Member Myers to 

move forward with Stantec’s contracted services at 16% for the 2019 Infrastructure Improvement 

Project. With all members voting in favor, the motion carried. 

 

11.1.3. Re-consideration of Resolution 2010-53 Water Line Abandonment and Service Lines 

Mayor Lindstrom explained that this resolution refers to 13 homes on Arcola Lane that need to 

move their service lines to the other side of their homes because current lines area being 

abandoned.  At the December meeting, council briefly discussed who is responsible to pay for 

moving the service lines and wanted more information from past projects. The cost is projected 

to be $5,000-10,000 per household. In the packet, Griffin included a map showing the affected 

households, Resolution 2010-53 which states the current policy and meeting minutes from 2002 
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providing historical information. In these previous water main upgrades, residents paid for 

relocating service lines to the new water main. There is no statutory requirement for either the 

homeowner or the city to pay. Amundsen stated this is the same as the 2011-2012 project when 

water mains were abandoned. A letter was sent to the Arcola Lane residents prior to the bond 

election informing them of this.  

 

Nell Mathews asked if the property owner will be responsible to connect to the main at their 

property line. Amundsen stated that they will look for efficient and economic ways to work with 

the property owner to have them connect at the property line unless something else is more 

beneficial to the property owner. Council then discussed property line versus right of way. 

It may be beneficial to dig on the north side of the road because there is less to dig around.  

 

A motion was made by Council Member Myers and seconded by Council Member Enlow to 

affirm Resolution 2010-53 Water Line Abandonment and Service Lines to bring the water main to 

the property line of the affected residents on Arcola Lane. With all members voting in favor, the 

motion carried. 

 

12.  New Business 

12.1. Resolution 2019 -12 – Final Plat Approval – Pebble Beach 2422 Lafayette Road 

Zoning Administrator Carlson presented the final plat for the 2422 Lafayette Road property 

subdivision into two narrower and deeper lots fronting Lafayette Road. Carlson stated that the 

owner intends to move the sewer which runs through the property. He reviewed the nine conditions 

of the final plat listed in the resolution including a requirement for a development agreement to 

ensure improvements are made as proposed. A request of the final plat approval is that the city 

authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into that agreement on behalf of the city. Council 

discussed the sewer location and did not want neighbors to have any costs associated with moving 

the sewer. That condition could be part of the development agreement.  

 

A motion was made by Council Member Enlow and seconded by Council Member Myers to 

approve a development agreement to be negotiated by the Mayor, City Administrator and City 

Attorney on behalf of the city and this Development Agreement include all conditions of 

Resolution 2019-12 and additionally include a condition that the sewer connection to adjoining 

properties be at the developer’s expense. With all members voting in favor, the motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Howarth and seconded by Council Member Enlow to 

adopt Resolution 2019-12 Approving the Pebble Beach Final Plat to Allow the Subdivision of Two 

New Lots at 2422 Lafayette Road and 2424 Lafayette Road. With all members voting in favor, the 

motion carried. 

 

12.2. Resolution 2019 -01 – Comprehensive Plan Approval 

The implementation section and transportation section are updated for submission to the 

Metropolitan Council. The final plan includes changes to the three primary areas: Transportation, 

Implementation and the Local Surface Water Management Plan. The final plan includes changes 

based on comments from the Met Council’s preview of the plan and from the affected jurisdictions. 

Administrator Griffin worked with Stantec to review comments and determine revisions to be 

made. Mayor Lindstrom thanked Administrator Griffin for her hard work spearheading the 

document. 
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A motion was made by Council Member Enlow and seconded by Council Member Myers to adopt 

Resolution 2019 – 01 Approving and Authorizing Submission to the Metropolitan Council the 

2040 City of the Village of Minnetonka Beach Comprehensive Plan Update, a Compilation of 

Policy Statements, Goals, Standards, and Maps for Guiding the Overall Development and 

Redevelopment of the Local Government Unit. Those voting in favor: Council Members Enlow, 

Howarth and Myers. Those voting against: none. Abstained: Breazeale. The motion carried. 

 

13. Consent Agenda 

13.1. Fire Report –December 

13.2. Resolution 2019 – 02 – Appoint Bridgewater Bank as Official Depository for 2019 

13.3. Resolution 2019 – 03 – Designate the Laker Pioneer as the Official Newspaper for 2019 

13.4. Resolution 2019 – 04 – Weight Restriction Exemptions 

13.5. Resolution 2019 – 05 – Approve Employee Floating Holiday 

13.6. Resolution 2019 – 06 – Set 2019 Board of Review Date for April 8, 2019 

13.7. Resolution 2019 – 07 – Approve 2019 Staff Wages (as approved in 2019 budget) 

13.8. Resolution 2019 – 08 – Annual Appointments 

13.9. Resolution 2019 – 09 – Appointment to Planning Commission: John Naylor 

13.10. Resolution 2019 – 10 – Resolution Recommending Continuation of CDBG Funding of 

Wester Area Communities Action Network (WeCAN) 

13.11. Resolution 2019 – 11 – Amending terms for Park Commissioners Sperduto and Norman 

 

Howarth stated that Council voted to give staff Christmas Eve off last month. Holidays are part of the 

personnel policy but Council can re-visit allowing City Hall to close early as they see fit.  

 

A motion was made by Council Member Myers and seconded by Council Member Howarth to 

approve the Consent Agenda.  With all members voting in favor, the motion carried. 

 

14. Treasurer’s Report 

14.1. Approve Checks: Final December 2018 and January 2019 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Howarth and seconded by Council Member Myers to 

approve 37 checks numbered 17077 through 17113 in the amount of $162,940.16 for January 2019 

expenses.   With all members voting in favor, the motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Howarth and seconded by Council Member Myers to 

approve 19 checks numbered 17058 through 17076 in the amount of $78,109.39 for Final 

December 2018 expenses.   With all members voting in favor, the motion carried. 

 

14.2. 2018 Final Budget Report 

Zinn stated that taxes represent 70% of the city’s revenue and that water and sewer fees generate 

15% of the city’s revenue. The city came in 5% below budget for 2018. Griffin stated that she is 

still reconciling accounts so there may be some changes to the 2018 final expenditures. 

 

14.3. Preliminary Analysis Water Plant/Storage Update/Proposal for Financial Management Plan 

Howarth explained that the city will need to determine and execute a financing plan for the city’s 

planned 2019 capital projects and also decide how to address deficiencies in its existing water 

treatment and storage facilities. The proposed model Financial Management Plan (FMP) from 

Ehlers will help the city evaluate its capital finance options in a holistic context. The packet 
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included a proposal from Ehler’s for a FMP. Zinn added that an additional purpose of the FMP is to 

create a 10-15 year plan for future needs. Bids for 2019 work will need to be finalized in April for 

bonding in May. The proposed fee is not to exceed $18,000 which can be paid out of bond 

expenditures or out of reserves. 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Howarth and seconded by Council Member Enlow to 

engage Ehlers for the purposes of completing a Financial Management Plan on behalf of the City 

of the Village of Minnetonka Beach to be completed by March 1, 2019 allowing time for them to 

review it with the Treasurer prior to the March 11, 2019 City Council meeting.   With all members 

voting in favor, the motion carried. 

 

Myers offered to review the FMP with them as the Finance Committee liaison.  

 

15. Action Notes and Staff Reports 

15.1. Council Meeting Action Notes 

• Mayor Lindstrom added the 2328 Lafayette Road nuisance abatement order schedule to the 

Action Notes.  

• Council agreed that the council liaisons will work with commission chairs to develop action 

plans and self-imposed deadlines to get their work completed on the Action Notes and 

Referrals.  

• Pottebaums submitted a dock request and Myers offered to meet with them. The Dock 

Committee will meet to provide input on the request. Myers will report back to Council.  

• Griffin and Myers will discuss a DNR grant application for the median access paths which 

is due in March. They will bring that before council if it is appropriate to apply for it. 

• Council will discuss special elections versus the appointment process for filling vacant 

council seats when there is a council meeting in spring with a lighter agenda. The city has 

the option of doing an appointment or a special election. A special election would require an 

ordinance amendment but a charter amendment is not required.   

• Griffin will add the green roof discussion to the Action Notes for the Planning Commission. 

 

15.2. Clerk’s Report  

Honey requested approval to attend the annual Clerk’s Conference in March. Council supported it. 

 

15.3. Administrator’s Report 

Administrator Griffin stated that auditors will be at City Hall January 22-23 and will present results 

of the audit to Council in February or March. The city attorney will do training with council prior 

to the February 11 council meeting at 5:30 pm. Griffin then stated that the historic registry process 

for the water tower is still under way.  

 

16. Council Reports 

16.1. Mayor’s Report:  

Mayor Pro Tem Lindstrom attended meetings as council liaison. The Park Commission is 

developing a five year plan. EAB is here and everyone should be treating or removing trees. Chair 

Pagano will report to council in February or March. The Civic Committee’s Tea and Toddies holiday 

event had record high attendance. The skating parting is Sunday, January 27, 3 to 5 pm. Mayor 

Lindstrom has been communicating with the Long Lake fire chief about the transfer of services.  

 

16.2. Liaison Reports (if necessary):  
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Howarth stated that during a previous council meeting, Dennis Klohs talked about the LMCD weed 

harvesting program. The city requested the LMCD’s position on harvesting. Griffin will find out if 

the LMCD took an action and what the action was regarding harvesting. The LMCD executive 

director asked to attend a future council meeting to educate council on what they do.  
 

17. Adjourn 
 

A motion was made by Council Member Myers and seconded by Council Member Enlow to 

adjourn the meeting. With all members voting in favor, the motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 pm. 
 

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE – The following people signed the attendance sheet:  Nell Mathews, Alice 

Seuntjens, Rita Howarth, Joann Anderson, Mike Taylor, Gerry Anderson, Sue & Paul Kozloski, Nancy 

& Jeff Steinke, Tracey Breazeale, Davida Suiter, Colby Skelton, Patty Rezabek, Dan Forbes, Santiago 

Abraham, Betsy Taylor, Richard Lindstrom, Jill Bartel, Bill Bartel. Not signed in:  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________________________ 

Heidi Honey, City Clerk 


